
JUSTICE 
BARRETT 
ATTENDS 
JUDGES & 
LAW CLERKS 
RECEPTION

At the Society’s 
October 9, 2025 
Reception for Judges 
and Law Clerks, Justice 
Amy Coney Barrett 
shared thoughts on 

the arc of her legal career, including warm recollections of her 1997-
98 clerkship year with Judge Silberman.  Sixth Circuit Judge Whitney 
Hermandorfer, who clerked for Justice Barrett after having clerked on 
the District Court and Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, interviewed 
the Justice before approximately 200 current and former law clerks and 
many of their judges.  

Society President Jim Rocap opened the program by reflecting on 
his own clerkship, 50 years ago, with Chief Judge William B. Jones.  Mr. 
Rocap noted the importance of the judge / law clerk relationship, par-
ticularly in light of the historic events at the court over many decades.  
Chief Judge Srinivasan and Chief Judge Boasberg each welcomed Justice 
Barrett and Judge Hermandorfer back to the courthouse.  They likewise 
each recalled Judge Hermandorfer’s considerable skills on the basket-
ball court from when she previously clerked on our courts.  “When she 
was clerking for Judge Leon in the chambers next to mine,” remembered 
Chief Judge Boasberg, “I often saw her walking the halls, often with 
basketball in hand.”

In response to Judge Hermandorfer’s questions, Justice Barrett dis-
cussed her decision to attend law school, her choice of the University 
of Notre Dame, and applying to Judge Silberman for a clerkship.  Justice 
Barrett also shared a memory from her earliest weeks of that clerkship.  
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prosecutor and played a crucial role in the Nixon 
tapes Supreme Court litigation. He provides first-
hand accounts of the “Saturday Night Massacre” and 
the constitutional battles over executive privilege 
that continue to resonate today.

Beyond his government service, Lacovara worked 
as corporate counsel for GE and Morgan Stanley—
particularly meaningful given his father’s exclusion 
from Wall Street due to anti-Italian discrimination. 
As a law professor and D.C. Bar president, he cham-
pioned legal ethics and pro bono service.

Currently, Lacovara remains an outspoken defend-
er of the rule of law, offering sharp criticism of the 
2024 Supreme Court ruling in Trump v. United States, 
which he ranks among history’s most dangerous 
judicial misjudgments alongside Dred Scott and 
Korematsu. 

Read the full Lacovara oral history, taken by inter-
viewer Carrie Johnson, on our website. « 

ORAL HISTORY OF PHILIP LACOVARA 
AVAILABLE ON THE SOCIETY’S WEBSITE

It was a Saturday in the Fall of 1997.  She came to 
Chambers in her usual weekend attire for that time, 
including a Notre Dame jersey.  Judge Silberman 
smiled and then asked if she might want to wear 
one of his Harvard jerseys instead.  A true Irish fan, 
she declined.  

Asked about her memories of Judge Silberman, 
Justice Barrett noted the importance of the regu-
lar weekly lunches he had with his law clerks in 
forging their long-term bonds.  Justice Barrett also 
remembered Judge Silberman’s commitment to 
collegiality on the Court at a time when there were 
often stark differences among the judges on legal 
issues.  She recounted former Chief Judge Edwards’ 
warm and tearful remarks at Judge Silberman’s 
funeral in October 2022, praising his commitment to 
collegiality.

JUSTICE BARRETT ATTENDS JUDGES & LAW CLERKS RECEPTION CONTINUED

When asked how she managed her legal career 
over the years with a family of seven children, 
Justice Barrett explained the importance of the 
“team approach” she and her husband share in  
raising their family, as well as the need for efficiency, 
particularly in the early morning and late evening 
hours.

This year’s reception was the Society’s ninth.  In 
years past, the Society has been privileged to host 
many distinguished guest speakers, including Justice 
Elena Kagan (2014); Donald Verrilli (2015); Paul 
Clement (2016); Justice Neil Gorsuch (2019); and 
Attorney General (and former Chief Judge) Merrick 
Garland (2023). « 

 

Philip Allen 
Lacovara’s remark-
able legal career 
spans some of the 
most pivotal mo-
ments in modern 
American juris-
prudence. Born 
in 1943 to the 
children of Italian 
immigrant parents 

in Brooklyn, Lacovara overcame early discrimination 
to build an extraordinary professional legacy.

After excelling at Columbia Law School, Lacovara 
served as special assistant to Thurgood Marshall 
in the Solicitor General’s office before Marshall’s 
Supreme Court appointment. At just 24, he was 
arguing cases before the high court under Solicitor 
General Erwin Griswold.

Lacovara’s most impactful work came during 
Watergate, where he served as counsel to the special 
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The Historical Society of the District of Columbia 
Circuit congratulates Senior District Court Judge 
John D. Bates on receiving the 2025 Edward J. Devitt 
Distinguished Service to Justice Award. Judge Bates 
was honored at a ceremony and dinner at the 
Supreme Court on October 16, 2025, becoming the 
41st recipient of this prestigious award, which has 
been presented annually since 1982.  

The Devitt Award honors an Article III federal 
judge who has made significant contributions to 
the administration of justice, the advancement of 
the rule of law, and the improvement of society. 
The award was established by Dwight D. Opperman 
(1923-2013), former Chairman and President of West 
Publishing Company, and a noted philanthropist. The 
selection committee for 2025 was chaired by Justice 
Amy Coney Barrett. Judge Dabney L. Friedrich of the 
D.C. District Court was also among the committee 
members.  

As announced in the Foundation’s press release, 
the committee recognized Judge Bates for shoulder-
ing “responsibilities of great consequence,” including 
leading the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, 
directing the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, 
and serving in important roles within the Judicial 
Conference. Justice Barrett stated that “in each, you 
have strengthened the judiciary through your sound 
judgement and principled leadership.”  In remarks 
at the ceremony, Chief Justice Roberts praised Judge 
Bates for the significant responsibilities he shoul-
dered, stating: “Each time I have called upon you to 
incur these significant extra burdens on top of your 
regular caseload, you have accepted enthusiastical-
ly and discharged your important responsibilities 
superbly.”

Through Judge Bates’ oral history, taken by our 
Historical Society and available on our website, 
readers and researchers are fortunate to have Judge 
Bates’ own account of his remarkable career. These 
include his insights into leading the FISA Court from 
2009 to 2013, where he discusses the activities and 

structure of this 
important but less-
er-known court. He 
also provides an in-
side look at his ser-
vice as Director of 
the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. 
Courts from 2013 to 
2015.

Beyond these ar-
eas of service noted 
by the Committee, 
in his oral history 
Judge Bates also provides a broader look at his time 
on the bench. In particular, he discusses and pro-
vides personal reflections on several significant and 
high-profile cases. Highlights include two cases re-
viewed by the Supreme Court, one reversed and one 
affirmed.  He shares his perspective on his Shelby 
County decision upholding key sections of the Voting 
Rights Act, which was reversed by the Supreme 
Court 5-4.  That case, Judge Bates notes, along with 
his DACA cases, were “the most challenging and im-
pactful” of his career.  His DACA decision was upheld 
by the Supreme Court 5-4, protecting “dreamers” 
who had signed up for the program. 

The oral history also discusses Judge Bates’ path 
to the bench, and the influences and mentors along 
that path.  Born in Elizabeth, New Jersey, in 1946, 
Judge Bates graduated from Wesleyan University in 
1968 and served as an Army First Lieutenant from 
1968 to 1971. After obtaining his law degree at the 
University of Maryland in 1976, he clerked for Judge 
Roszel C. Thomsen on the United States District 
Court for the District of Maryland, and then entered 
private practice. He joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for D.C. in 1980, rising to Chief of the Civil Division. 
Judge Bates was nominated by President George W. 
Bush in 2001 and assumed senior status in 2014.

Past honorees of the Devitt award included Judges 
Gerhard Gesell, who received the award in 1990, and 
Judge Thomas F. Hogan, who received it in 2012, 
both of the D.C. District Court. «

JUDGE BATES RECEIVES 
DEVITT AWARD FOR JUDICIAL 
EXCELLENCE

https://dcchs.org/judges/bates-john-d-2/
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The walls of 
the Ceremonial 
Courtroom on 
the sixth floor 
of our E. Barrett 
Prettyman United 
States Courthouse 
are covered with 

portraits commemorating those who have served 
on our U.S. District Court. But a visitor may pause at 
the portrait of Judge William B. Jones. Simply put, it 
stands out. It has a distinct, contemporary quality. 
While conveying dignity and confidence, it is also 
friendly and approachable. The Judge is seated, lean-
ing on one arm with his hand near his temple, with 
a hint of a smile. It’s as if Judge Jones is settled into 
a conversation that he’s enjoying.

In 1978, Judge Jones was honored at the cere-
mony which presented the painting to the Court. 
As reflected in the transcript, artist Lloyd Bowers 
Embry succeeded in portraying not only Judge Jones’ 
stature, but also the warmth, vitality, and humor for 
which he was well regarded. Chief Judge William B. 
Bryant noted, with humor, that he stepped-up secu-
rity because Judge Jones’s wife was so fond of the 
portrait that she was not entirely resigned to parting 
with it. The portrait is a testament to both its subject 
and its creator.

THE SUBJECT: JUDGE JONES
William Blakely Jones (1907–1979) lived a life 

that blended public service, athletic discipline, and 
distinctive warmth. Born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, he 
attended the University of Notre Dame, where he 
earned his A.B. in 1928 and LL.B. in 1931. At Notre 
Dame, he was as much an athlete as a scholar, play-
ing football under Knute Rockne and later coaching 
the freshman team. Judge Thomas F. Hogan, who 
clerked for Judge Jones, recalls that Rockne was a 
true mentor; it was directly because of Rockne that 
Jones was able to stay on as an assistant football 
coach, which enabled him to attend law school.

As Judge Hogan recalls, Rockne recommended 
that after graduation, Jones start his career in a 
smaller city to build a solid reputation. Jones moved 
to Helena, Montana where he practiced law and 
coached football at a small Catholic college (1931–
32), then practiced law while serving as Special 
Assistant Attorney General of Montana (1935–1937).

In 1937, Jones moved to Washington, D.C., joining 
the U.S. Department of Justice (1937-1943) and later 
the U.S. Office of Patents and Appeals (1943). During 
World War II, he served as executive assistant to the 
American Chairman of the British-American Patent 
Interchange Commission (1943–46). In 1946, Jones 
shifted to private practice with the renowned trial 
firm of Hamilton & Hamilton. Over fifteen years, he 
gained prominence as one of Washington’s most 
skilled trial lawyers.

Jones’ talent brought him to the attention of 
President John F. Kennedy, who nominated him to 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 
in 1962. Judge Jones was the only appointment to 
our District Court made by President Kennedy. He 
became Chief Judge in 1975, serving until 1977, and 
joined the Judicial Conference of the United States. 
After assuming senior status on his 70th birthday, 
March 20, 1977, he continued serving the Court.

The portrait ceremony in 1978 became an occa-
sion to honor Jones’s judicial accomplishments and 
reflect on his personality and leadership. Speakers 
emphasized his deep fairness, unfailing kindness, 
and ability to combine decisiveness with genu-
ine empathy. Alan Kay, later a highly respected 
Magistrate Judge on the Court, spoke on behalf of 
all of Judge Jones’s law clerks. “We learned first-hand 
that he is a man of great compassion; that he sees 
the good in people. And I think he brought these 
attributes with him when he came to the bench.”

Oral histories taken by the Historical Society also 
contain tributes. Chief among them is Richard Hibey, 

GALLERY WALK – A LOOK AT A  
PORTRAIT IN THE COURTS' COLLECTION,  
ITS SUBJECT, AND THE PAINTER:   
THE PORTRAIT OF JUDGE WILLIAM B. JONES



THE PORTRAIT OF JUDGE WILLIAM B. JONES CONTINUED
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who said Judge Jones was “truly one of the great 
jurists I’ve ever encountered. I cannot say enough 
about him. He just had this wonderful knowledge 
of the law. He applied it with such fairness and 
even-handedness. You couldn’t help but be inspired 
by what this man did.”

THE ARTIST: LLOYD BOWERS EMBRY
Lloyd Bowers Embry (1913–1979) brought to the 

commission a background ideally suited to cap-
turing both the dignity and personality of Judge 
Jones. Born in Washington, D.C., Embry received 
early training at the Corcoran Gallery of Art before 
earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts at Yale University, 
where he absorbed a curriculum rooted in classical 
draftsmanship and the American realist tradition. 
Embry developed a successful career as a portraitist 
and landscape painter, with commissions including 
prominent American officials and European royalty.

Embry’s career demonstrates the importance of 
talent and temperament. He put his sitters at ease, 

SUPPORT THE MISSION OF THE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Annual individual membership fees:

Academic $50; Sustaining $100; Sponsoring $500; 
Patron $1000 & up

Annual law firm and corporate 
membership fees:

Friend $1500; Partner $3000; Benefactor $5000

Join the Society

Or make a donation in any amount

 Donate

Historical Society of the 
District of Columbia Circuit

engaging in easy conversation and, if Judge Jones’ 
experience is representative, even sang while paint-
ing. Describing the artist at the portrait ceremony, 
Judge Jones remarked that “[h]e can talk freely, and 
at some length, and sing some songs that are about 
as old as music itself.” 

Judge Jones expressed his thanks and admiration 
to Embry, who attended the ceremony, adding, “One 
thing I did learn, that like a trial lawyer and a trial 
judge, or anyone else engaged in professionally do-
ing the best job possible—with a portrait artist such 
as Mr. Embry—who is a very gifted, talented man—at 
least fifty percent of the work is perspiration and the 
balance inspiration.”

Judge Jones and Lloyd Embry both passed away in 
1979, less than a year after the portrait’s dedication. 
The portrait hanging in our federal courthouse is a 
testament to both of their lives—one lived in service, 
the other devoted to the artistic rendering of char-
acter. «

https://dcchs.org/join/
https://dcchs.org/donate/


Initiated and sponsored by the Historical Society, the first 
full-length biography of trailblazing D.C. attorney and judge, 
William Benson Bryant, Soul of the Court: The Trailblazing 
Life of Judge William Benson Bryant Sr. is now available 
for purchase.  Orders can be made by going to Bookshop.
org. The book can also be ordered at Amazon.com and 
Barnesandnoble.com. 

Written by award-winning author Tonya Bolden, this bi-
ography narrates the story of a life of compassion, unparal-
leled integrity, and unwavering belief in the dignity of every 
human being. 

More information about Soul of the Court: The Trailblazing 
Life of Judge William Benson Bryant Sr., can be found at www.
upress.state.ms.us/Books/S/Soul-of-the-Court. «

JUDGE BRYANT BIOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

CHRONICLING THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA U.S. ATTORNEYS

A book by former Society Board member K. Chris 
Todd and his colleague Jim Thunder, chronicling the 
lives of the forty-nine U.S. Attorneys for the District 
of Columbia, is nearing completion.  

The Society looks forward to its publication, and 
it will be available for ordering on our website very 
soon. Visit our website for a past article on one of 
the book’s fascinating chapters focused on Francis 
Scott Key. «
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The Society maintains an active presence on 
LinkedIn and Facebook, offering timely content 
on the intersection of law, history, and the federal 
judiciary.

In 2025, our followers saw posts that included:  

•	The Society’s publication of Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s oral history, focusing on her for-
mative 13 years on the D.C. Circuit—essential 
reading for understanding her judicial philoso-
phy before her elevation to the Supreme Court. 

•	An article on Aaron Burr’s alleged treason 
conspiracy, examining an early constitutional 
confrontation between the Executive Branch 
and the judiciary. This featured article on the 
Society’s website analyzes D.C. Circuit Judge 
William Cranch’s principled resistance to 
President Thomas Jefferson’s political pressure 
regarding the prosecution of Burr’s alleged 
conspirators.

STAY CONNECTED BETWEEN OUR QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS:  
FOLLOW THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY ON SOCIAL MEDIA & YOUTUBE

We also post timely announcements of oral his-
tories, as they’re published on the Society’s website, 
including —

•	Ted Olson (former U.S. Solicitor General who 
argued 65 cases before the Supreme Court, 
including Bush v. Gore and the successful chal-
lenge to California’s Proposition 8) 

•	Barbara Babcock (D.C.’s first Public Defender 
and Stanford Law School’s first female 
professor) 

•	 John Dowd (counsel to Senator John McCain 
in the Keating Five investigation and lead 
investigator in the Pete Rose baseball betting 
scandal)

•	An article exploring Judge Gerhard Gesell’s 
critical role—prior to his judicial appoint-
ment—in investigating the World War II bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor. 

In addition, the Society’s YouTube channel archives 
programs featuring distinguished jurists, scholars, 
and practitioners discussing landmark cases and 
judicial history.

Our social media channels add to the Society’s 
many resources for sharing and understanding the 
rich legacy of the federal courts and the individuals 
who shaped American jurisprudence. «
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