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Laying the cornerstone of the Prettyman
Courthouse in 1952, President Truman
recognized the significance of the Courts of
this Circuit: "These Courts hear cases which
are not only important to the private parties
concerned, but which involve issues vital to
the welfare and growth of the Nation.
Nowhere else, outside the Supreme Court of
the United States, will so many legal questions
of national magnitude be decided as in this
building before us." 
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Support the Mission of 
the Historical Society

To record, preserve and publicize the life 
and history of the Courts of the 

District of Columbia Circuit

Annual individual membership fees:

Academic
Sustaining
Sponsoring
Patron

$50
$100
$500
$1,000 or more

Annual law firm and corporate membership fees:

Friend
Partner
Benefactor

$1,500
$3,000
$5,000

To join, visit our website at dcchs.org/join, 
complete the online membership form and submit.

Alternatively, make your check payable to
Historical Society of the D.C. Circuit

and mail to

Historical Society of the D.C. Circuit
E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse

333 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Room 4714
Washington, DC 20001

Please include your name and street and 
email addresses.

Questions or comments? Phone us at
202.216.7346 or email us at

info@dcchs.org
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Visit the Society's website, optimized for
mobile and desktop devices, to view:

A timeline beginning in 1800 that
highlights decades of history of the D.C.
Circuit Courts, judges, and others as well
as events of importance.

Videos of programs and reenactments of
significant D.C. Circuit cases presented by
the Society.

An archive of more than 60 newsletters
published quarterly by the Society
starting in 2009 and reporting on events
and personalities from the Courts' history
as well as current activities of the Society.

Visit us at www.dcchs.org

The Society sponsored a
definitive history of the
D.C. Circuit, Calmly to
Poise the Scales of Justice:
A History of the Courts of
the District of Columbia
Circuit. To purchase a
copy, go to dcchs.org/
publications.

The Society is marking its 35th Anniversary as
it celebrates:

Publication on its website, www.dcchs.org, of
the 142nd oral history of judges, attorneys,
and others who have played key roles in the
Courts of the D.C. Circuit.

Its 20th annual Mock Court Program for
District of Columbia high school students who
argue cases before federal judges to develop
advocacy skills and learn about the federal
courts and the rule of law.

Sponsorship of Judge Patricia M. Wald
Programs on historic cases litigated in the
D.C. Circuit Courts, including: 

June 2024: “The Road to the Release of John
Hinckley: Attempted Presidential Assassination,
Insanity, Commitment and the Courts”, featuring a
reenactment of pivotal portions of the oral
arguments regarding his release, and a panel
discussion on the unique challenges presented by
the case.

June 2023: “Antitrust Confronts the Challenge of
21st Century Technology: Revisiting United States v.
Microsoft Corp.” A reenactment of a portion of the
argument from the historic 2001 en banc decision
of the Court of Appeals, and a panel discussion on
its implications for antitrust enforcement in today’s
technology market.

June 2019: "In the case of Statutory Ambiguity, Who
Decides? - Chevron Revisited," exploring the legacy
of Chevron and the current status of the Chevron
Doctrine.

Three brochures of prior Historical Society programs that
can be viewed in their entirety on the Society's website.

A 2020 Mock Court Oustanding Advocate, Leah Hornsby, 
School Without Walls, with Chief Judge Beryl A. Howell

The Society is supported by the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, the U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia, individuals, and the

following law firms and foundations:

Benefactors

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Boies Schiller Flexner LLP

The Sidley Austin Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Partners

Baker Botts LLP
Covington & Burling LLP

Jenner & Block LLP
Kellogg, Hansen, Todd, Figel & Frederick PLLC

Morrison & Foerster Foundation
WilmerHale LLP

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

Friends

Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Goodwin Proctor LLP

Kropf Moseley Schmitt PLLC
Steptoe LLP

Williams & Connolly LLP

Portraits of judges
who have served on
the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit and the U.S.
District Court for the
District of Columbia.

Exhibits on display in
the Courthouse and
online highlighting
major cases heard by
the Courts of the
Circuit.


