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Portrait Ceremony of Judge John Bates

On June 18, 2025, the Supreme Court Historical
Society and the Historical Society for the District of
Columbia Circuit co-sponsored a Juneteenth
program about the remarkable life and legacy of
Judge William Benson Bryant. The full recording of
the webinar is now available on the Supreme Court
Historical Society's YouTube channel. It includes
sixty minutes full of stories and observations about
this remarkable man. This article only touches the
surface. Check out the full webinar here.

Among Judge Bryant's many career
accomplishments, in the early 1950s he was the first
black Assistant United States Attorney to practice in
the federal court. In 1965 he was appointed by
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On Law Day, May 1, 2025, the District Court held a
ceremony for the presentation of the portrait of Judge
John D. Bates. Now a Senior Judge, Judge Bates was
appointed and confirmed as United States District
Judge in December 2001 and has served a long and
distinguished career since then. As Judge Bates noted
in his remarks, however, he “is not going anywhere”
because he still very much enjoys his job.

The ceremony took place in the Ceremonial
Courtroom. Four justices of the Supreme Court, as
well as numerous judges of the U.S. Court of Appeals
of the District of Columbia Circuit and the U.S. District
Court, were in attendance. They were joined by a very
large contingent of former and current law clerks to
Judge Bates, along with many other distinguished
guests, former colleagues, friends and family.

Chief Judge Boasberg presided over the ceremony
and offered his own remarks at the beginning, noting
how he has consistently relied upon the good
judgment and experience of Judge Bates throughout
his own tenure on the bench. Chief Justice John
Roberts then observed that the date of the
BATES - continued on page 6

Upcoming Annual Law Clerk
and Judges Reception

Calling all D.C. Circuit and District Court Law Clerks -
It's time to update your post-clerkship contact
information with the Society to be able to receive
announcements about this upcoming annual event!

The Historical Society will again host its Annual Law
Clerk and Judges Reception on a date to be
determined in the Fall of 2025, from 5:00pm to 7:00
pm in the Atrium of the Bryant Annex. Light
refreshments will be served.

Current and former law clerks, their judges, and
Historical Society members are invited to attend.
Contact Leith Alvaro at info@dcchs.org to update your
contact information and for additional information
about this event.
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Investiture Ceremony for District Judge Amir Ali

Oral History of John M. Dowd

On June 6, 2025, the
District Court
formally  welcomed
District Judge Amir Ali
at  his investiture
ceremony in the
~ Ceremonial

Courtroom.

Chief Judge James E.
Boasberg  presided.
Judge Ali's young
children (the “Little
Alis"), along with their
cousins and friends, began the program by reading
Maya Angelou’s poem, Life Doesn't Frighten Me.
Next, Devi M. Rao, Director of the Supreme Court and
Appellate Program at the MacArthur Justice Center,
spoke of her time working with Judge Ali, first at
Jenner & Block, and later at the MacArthur Justice
Center, where Judge Ali would become Executive
Director. Notwithstanding Judge Ali's enviable
resume, including a perfect record arguing cases in
the Supreme Court, she viewed him as “one of the
most humble people around,” then adding to
laughter, “certainly in Washington.” David J. Bradford,
a partner at Jenner & Block and the President and
Director of the MacArthur Justice Center, spoke about
Judge Ali's work at both the law firm and the Justice
Center. He described Judge Ali's winning cases in the

ALl - continued on page 6

Oral History of William F. Causey

William F. (Bill) Causey was
born in Baltimore, MD in
1949. When he was a baby,
his mother, a former World
War Il Army nurse, knew
something was wrong. At
the age of three, Causey
underwent open heart
surgery at John Hopkins
Hospital.  Despite  such
significant  surgery,  his
mother instilled in him a
sense of living without
limitation. This attitude led Causey to a self-described
“eclectic” legal career that spans over 45 years.
CAUSEY - continued on page 4

As a teenager, John |
Dowd became
fascinated with legal
trials. He read Clarence
Darrow's books, and kil
even transcripts of je
Darrow's trials. Later,
while working as a
caddie and bartender [==8
on Nantucket Island, BEE
Dowd encountered
noted D.C. trial attorney Edward Bennett Williams.
Captivated by Williams's stories about his clients and
trials as well, Dowd’s resolve to become a trial lawyer
was set. Dowd shared recollections of his resulting
fifty years as a lawyer in an oral history given to the
Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit,
now available on the Society’s website.

After graduating from Emory Law School in 1965,
Dowd enlisted and became a Marine Corps Judge
Advocate. In March 1967, Dowd learned that his

DOWD - continued on page 4

Do you have an idea
for an article you'd like to share?

Let us know: info@dcchs.org

Welcome to Our New Board Members

On April 30, 2025, at the Annual Meeting of the Board
of Directors, the Historical Society welcomed six new
Board members: Elizabeth Runyan Geise (ArentFox
Schiff), Judge Ellen Segal Huvelle (U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia, inactive), Stephanie R.
Marcus (Ret. U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division,
Appellate), Judge Neomi Rao (U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit), Robert P. Trout
(Of Counsel, Schertler Onorato Mead & Sears), and
Judge Moxila A. Upadhyaya (Magistrate Judge U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia). In
addition, the Board recognized and thanked all
outgoing Board members for their dedicated service.
The Society is proud to have such talented individuals
ready and willing to join its leadership and participate
in ongoing activities.
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U.S. Attorney History Close to Publication

Thomas Swann .
1821-1833

Walter Jones Ir.
1804-1821

Philip R. Fendall
1841-1845, 1B49-1853

Francis Scott Key
1833-1841

John Thamsen Mason
1801-1804

Henry H. Wells
1875-1820

Charles €. Cole
18911893
The Historical Society for the District of Columbia Circuit
will be publishing

The United States Attorneys for the District of Columbia,
1801 - 2024, A Compendium of Short Biographies

Danied W. Baker

1905-1910 By K. Chris Todd and James M. Thunder

Kellogg Hansen Todd Figel & Frederick, PLLC

For more information, contact
info@dcchs.org

Oliver Gash
1956-1960

COMING IN 2025

AR
1971-1973

Rescoe C. Howard
2001-2004

Wilma 4. Lewks
1998-2001

befirey A Talor
2006-2009

Kenneth L Wainsteln
2005-2006

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
Judge Bryant Biography

Initiated and sponsored by the Historical Society, the
first full-length biography of trailblazing D.C. attorney
and judge, William Benson Bryant, Soul of the Court:
The Trailblazing Life of Judge William Benson Bryant
Sr. by Tonya Bolden, is now available for purchase.
Orders can be made by going to Bookshop.org. The
book can also be ordered at Amazon.com and

sOU L
. DF
THE
COURT

The Trailblaging Life of
Judge William Benson Bryant Sr.

of a life of compassion,
unparalleled integrity, and
unwavering belief in the
dignity of every human
being. More information
about Soul of the Court: The
Trailblazing Life of Judge
William Benson Bryant Sr.
can be found here.

Tonya Bolden

Investiture Ceremony for Newest Magistrate Judge

- | | I

On May 16, 2025, the ‘
District Court held the
Investiture Ceremony
for the Courthouse’s
newest Magistrate
Judge, Matthew |.
Sharbaugh. Chief
Judge James Boasberg
presided over the
ceremony.  Remarks
reflecting high praise
for Judge Sharbaugh's ;
prior  work, lega| e

abilities, independence

and judicial temperament were offered by Judge
Robert L. Wilkins, Grace E. Speights (Morgan Lewis &
Bockius), and Mark P. Gaber (Campaign Legal Center).
After graduation from Pepperdine University School
of Law, summa cum laude, Judge Sharbaugh clerked
for Judge Wilkins, first on the District Court, and later
again when Judge Wilkins was appointed to the Court
of Appeals. Immediately prior to his appointment to
the District Court, Judge Sharbaugh was a partner
with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP in Washington, DC.
Among many other attributes, Judge Wilkins praised
Judge Sharbaugh's research and writing skills. Ms.
Speights, describing Judge Sharbaugh’'s career at
Morgan Lewis, referred to him as her “best associate
ever.” Judge Sharbaugh thanked all who had shaped
his career, expressing particular gratitude to Judge
Wilkins, who, Judge Sharbaugh said, “changed my
life.” Judge Wilkins then administered the oath. Judge
Sharbaugh began his service as Magistrate Judge in
October 2024.

Written by award-winning g
author Tonya Bolden, this [ ]
biography narrates the story |

Follow us on social media!

f Facebook in LinkedIn

Q Bluesky

& YouTube
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DOWD - continued from page 2

brother, Tom, also a Marine, had been killed in Vietnam. Deeply impacted by the tragedy, Dowd nevertheless
immersed himself in his military legal service and excelled. In his last case as a Marine, he won a new trial and
acquittal of an enlisted man previously convicted of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment.

In 1969, Dowd joined the Department of Justice where he was instrumental in prosecuting organized crime,
including the earliest RICO cases. Subsequently, in private practice, Dowd continued to handle high-stakes
and high-profile matters. In 1989, while at Heron Burchette, he led the investigation into allegations that Pete
Rose bet on baseball, resulting in Rose’s lifetime ban from the sport. After moving to Akin Gump in 1990,
Dowd also represented John McCain in connection with the Senate Ethics Committee investigation of the
so-called “ Keating Five.” Senator McCain was cleared of the allegations that he received contributions from
the Chairman of Lincoln Savings & Loan Association for assistance with federal regulators.

In May 2017, after his 2015 retirement from law firm practice, until March 2018, Dowd became personal
counsel to President Donald J. Trump in connection with Special Prosecutor Robert Mueller’s investigation
into alleged Russian interference in the 2016 Presidential election.

During his time in private practice at Akin Gump, Dowd was also dedicated to pro bono work, and was
proudest of supporting U.S. Marines facing legal challenges. That service earned him the Superior Civilian
Service Award in 2019.

Reaq the full oral history, and interviewer David CAUSEY - continued from page 2
Tobin's fuller summary of the oral history, here.

As a student, Causey was always interested in
politics. He would often travel to Washington, D.C. to
walk through the halls of Congress and to watch
Supreme Court arguments. A chance meeting with
Senator Robert Kennedy led to Causey's involvement
with Kennedy's 1968 presidential campaign. The

campaign ended in tragedy, but it led Causey to

Please Support The Society

Programs of the Society depend on the
financial support of the Courts of the District
of Columbia Circuit, individuals, and law firms.

Consider becoming a member.

See our Membership Brochure at:

dcchs.org/join

Online contributions to the Historical Society
can be made at:

dcchs.org/donate

All memberships and contributions
may also be mailed to:
The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit
E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse
333 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 4714
Washington, DC 20001-2866

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit is
registered as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
independent of the Courts.

Contributions to the Society are tax deductible.

enroll in American University's School of Government
and Public Administration. He later attended
University of Maryland Law School.

In his oral history, Causey recalls his time as a staffer
on Capitol Hill, and as a litigator in private practice,
including cases before U.S. District Court Judges Joyce
Hens Green and Royce Lamberth. In addition, he
discusses his time as Assistant General Counsel for
the American Red Cross, as Assistant Counsel for the
Office of Professional Responsibility at the U.S.
Department of Justice, and in the Office of the
Attorney General for the District of Columbia, where
he appeared before U.S. District Court Judge Emmet
Sullivan in a complex, high stakes case for the District
of Columbia, which he was able to settle in a
mediation overseen by then retired U.S. District Court
Judge, James Robertson.

Causey served as an adjunct professor at
Georgetown University Law Center for 34 years. He
enjoys being a docent at the Smithsonian Institute’s
National Museum of Air and Space, serving on
various boards, and traveling with his wife, Elizabeth
(Sally) Gere.

This only touches the surface of this well-worth
reading oral history. See for yourself, here.
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JUNETEENTH - continued from page 1

President Lyndon B. Johnson to the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, just the fifth black
judge ever to receive such a federal court appointment and the second black judge on the D.C. District Court.
Judge Bryant served as Chief Judge of the District Court from 1977 to 1981, and remained on the Court until
his death in 2005.

James Duff, Executive Director of the Supreme Court Historical Society, introduced the program, noting that it
was prompted by the excellent new biography, Soul of the Court: The Trailblazing Life of Judge William Benson
Bryant Sr., commissioned by the Historical Society for the District of Columbia Circuit and written by Tonya
Bolden. The panel discussion, conducted over Zoom, was led by Roger A. Fairfax, Dean of Judge Bryant's a/ma
mater, Howard University School of Law. Dean Fairfax was joined by William B. Schultz, partner at Zuckerman
Spaeder who both clerked for Judge Bryant and took his oral history, and by Michelle Coles, a Howard Law
School graduate, former Department of Justice attorney, and award-winning black history novelist.

Dean Fairfax asked the panelists to begin with insights on Judge Bryant's upbringing and education. Michelle
Coles observed that, overall, Judge Bryant’s lifetime, spanning ninety-five years from 1911 to 2005, cover the
full expanse of the Twentieth Century experience of blacks in America, from the Jim Crow era through the
passage of the Civil Rights Acts, and beyond. Bill Schultz noted that the Bryant family first came to the District
of Columbia when Judge Bryant's maternal grandfather disguised himself and fled a lynching mob in Alabama
after the grandfather shooed several white boys from his store who had been harassing his daughters. The
family followed, including eleven-month-old Bill Bryant and his mother. Judge Bryant was educated in the
segregated public schools of the District of Columbia through the 1920s. That segregation had the
unintended benefit of offering him outstanding, accomplished black high school teachers, who lacked other
opportunities for themselves. Through his early education, Bill Bryant set his own ambition to attend law
school. A legal career, however, was not a path his family supported. Opportunities for black lawyers to earn a
living from paying clients was not seen as realistic. But Bill Bryant followed his own instincts, and after
completing college at Howard University, he went on to enroll at its law school.

The concerns of Judge Bryant's family were not unfounded. It was more than twelve years after graduating at
the top of the Class of 1936 before Bill Bryant was able to start the active practice of law. He took odd jobs at
first. Then an opportunity arose, not to practice law, but to do research with Ralph Bunche, a prominent
Howard University professor, that eventually was included in the 1944 Myrdal study, An American Dilemma:
The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy. But after service in the Army during World War Il, and another
position thereafter as a researcher on civil rights issues, in 1948, Bill Bryant opened his own law practice.
Within a few years, he was hired by the United States Attorney’s Office where the few black lawyers who had
preceded him were limited to trying cases in the local D.C. courts. But Bill Bryant proved to be a brilliant trial
lawyer, and his skill at cross-examination was particularly noteworthy. His talent and his tenacity led to his
trailblazing accomplishment, noted above, as the first black Assistant United States Attorney to try cases in
the federal court. Bill Bryant returned to private practice as a criminal defense lawyer after leaving the U.S.
Attorney’'s Office, skilled at both trial and appellate work. Court
appointments also led to an active pro bono practice, including the landmark
case of Mallory v. United States, which he litigated from trial to the U.S.
Supreme Court. In Mallory the Supreme Court overturned the conviction by
a vote of 9-0 on the ground that the defendant’s confession was obtained
unlawfully. The recording of the oral argument is available on Oyez. In §
listening to it, Bill Schultz shared, he was struck by the understated
confidence and command of the facts exhibited by Judge Bryant in what was F
his first Supreme Court argument. Michelle Coles emphasized that Judge &
Bryant's argument in Mallory has been included in a list of the most
influential arguments before the Supreme Court.

With respect to Judge Bryant's time on the bench, the panelists offered their #&
observations on Judge Bryant's commitment to justice and his personal f
integrity. As Dean Fairfax noted at the outset, the Juneteenth program
offered a fitting opportunity to amplify and celebrate the remarkable life
and career of Judge Bryant.

5
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ALl - continued from page 2

Supreme Court, including his first oral argument as a 30-year-old associate, “marking the start of his
extraordinary series of impactful victories before our highest court.” While Mr. Bradford was sad to see judge
Ali leave Jenner to start the Washington office of the Justice Center, and sad again to see him leave the Justice
Center, “he is now where he belongs, at the center of justice.” The Honorable Marshall Rothstein, former
Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, spoke about Judge Ali's service as his law clerk. “He could cut through
even the most complex of appeals, get right to the controlling issue and figure it out. He had sound judgment.
And his ability to write creatively was exceptional.” Regarding one criminal appeal, Justice Rothstein recalled
receiving a draft opinion from “Am” as he called Amir. When he received Amir’s draft, he was initially inclined
to decide the other way, but he nevertheless circulated the draft to all the other justices. “Not only did he get
unanimity from all the other judges, but they didn't change a word of his draft.” Katie Ali, Judge Ali's wife
whom he met when they were both at Harvard Law School, spoke as someone who knows him best. As a trial
lawyer herself, with her own experience of what makes a great judge, she elaborated on those qualities that
she finds, in spades, in her husband: he is an extraordinary listener; he has a curious and open mind; he is a
gifted teacher who will bring clarity to his decisions; and more than anyone else she has known, he has the
clearest of moral centers. David B. Wilkins, Professor of Law and Vice Dean at Harvard Law School, drew on
Judge Ali's name to describe what he saw in Amir Ali. “Amir” translates simply as “leader,” which is what he
saw in Judge Ali as a student at Harvard. And riffing on the name of the famous boxer, Professor Wilkins
described Judge Ali as having the qualities of a “champion.” Senator Cory Booker got to know Amir Ali and his
family after he was nominated to the federal bench. In concluding video remarks, Senator Booker delivered
an impassioned tribute to Judge Ali, explaining how a New Jersey Senator had become so supportive of jJudge
Ali's nomination.

The Honorable Sri Srinivasan, Chief Judge of the D.C. Circuit, then administered the oath of office to Judge Al,
after which Judge Ali delivered his own remarks to the crowded Ceremonial Courtroom, thanking the “stitched
quilt of people” who made it possible for him become a federal judge.

Judge Ali began his judicial service at the District Court in December 2024, having been nominated by
President Biden on February 1, 2024, and confirmed by the Senate on November 20, 2024.

BATES - continued from page 1

Ceremony - Law Day - was a perfect day to acknowledge the considerable contributions of Judge Bates to the
federal bench, describing him as a “model trial judge.” Among other things, Justice Roberts recounted Judge
Bates’ lengthy service (at Justice Roberts’ request) on the U.S. Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, including
as Presiding Judge from 2009 until 2013, followed by service as Director of the Administrative Office of the
U.S. Courts until January 2015, and then as Chair of the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules of the Judicial
Conference from 2015 to 2020.

Former Chief Judge Thomas Hogan noted Judge Bates' oral history, stating that his discussion of how to
approach judicial decision making should be “required reading” for all new judges on the court. He also
praised Judge Bates’' efforts during earlier budget crises in marshaling the support of all Chief judges
throughout the country to ensure adequate funding for the courts.

Next, former Chief Judge Royce Lamberth recounted that he hired Judge Bates in
1980 to serve as one of his top lieutenants in the Civil Division of the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia. Judge Lamberth recalled harrowing |
days in the 1980s when he and Bates had to advise multiple law enforcement |
agencies in the District of Columbia in handling large demonstrations. A.J. Kramer, |
Society Board member and the current, longtime Federal Public Defender, spoke
next about his friendship with Judge Bates, noting several stories from Judge
Bates’ oral history relating to his Vietham War service, and concluding with his
observations of Judge Bates’ judicial independence and strong devotion to his
family. Finally, former law clerk Vanessa Waldref, most recently the former U.S.
Attorney for the Eastern District of Washington, described life in Chambers with
Judge Bates, his attention to detail, the law, and his daily lunches of yogurt and a
banana.
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