
The oral history of 
Judith C. Areen follows 
the journey of a 
talented young woman 
who seized the 
opportunity in the 
1960s for an Ivy League 
education previously 
reserved for men and 
fashioned a career in 
the law shaped by the 

political and social justice issues of the era.

Areen was born in Chicago and grew up in South 
Bend, Indiana. In the early 1960s she enrolled at 
Cornell University, one of only two Ivy League 
schools admitting women at the time. Her 
Cornell years were both wonderful and 
unsettling. Her political and social 
consciousness grew as she experienced the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, the assassination of 
President Kennedy, and Vietnam protests. As a 
college senior Areen served on the disciplinary 
board that, among other things, convened 
hearings for students engaged in war protests. 
There Areen observed how retained counsel 
represented students ?in trouble for exercising 

#63 ~  April 2025  ~  www.dcchs.org 

Newsletter of the Historical Society of 
the District of Columbia Circuit

Page 1 - 
  Oral History of Judith C. Areen
  The Society Joins Bluesky
  Juror Information Widely Published

Page 2 - 
  20th Annual Mock Court Wrap Up 
  Bryant Biography Event at Howard Law 

Page 3 -
  Richard Roberts Portrait Unveiled
  Available Now - Bryant Biography 

Page 4 -
  Steel Seizure Case Still Relevant 

AREEN - continued on page 5

Oral History of Judith C. Areen
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It  may be a shock to our contemporary minds 
that, during the 19th century and much of the 
20th, personal identifying information of petit 
jurors was routinely made known to the public, 
not only after the trial but during the trial. Their 
names, occupations, and home addresses 
appeared in the local papers before or during 
trial. Indeed, even their pictures appeared in the 
papers before or during trial. It was not until 
1977 in the ?Nicky? Barnes case, a Southern 
District of New York case, that the first 
anonymous jury was empaneled. United States v. 
Barnes, 604 F.2d 121, 141 (2d Cir. 1979). In an 
article on the topic prepared for the Society, DC 
Bar member Jim Thunder offers an historical 
perspective of practices regarding the disclosure 
of personal identifying information of petit 
jurors in the District of Columbia.

Thunder observes that there is a qualified right 
to personal identifying information, but current 
access to such information is limited, as outlined 
in a 2009 Journalists? Handbook to the Courts in the 
District of Columbia, prepared by the Council for 
Court Excellence.

Decades ago, however, juror information in high 
profile trials ? including their photos and images 

In Decades Past, Juror Information 
Often Widely Published

THUNDER - continued on page 4

The Society has joined Bluesky - Please follow us 
today @circuithistory.bsky.social
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Howard School of Law Hosts Event on
Judge Bryant Biography

Society Board member and Dean of Howard 
School of Law Roger Fairfax hosted an event at 
the law school on March 26, 2025, celebrating 
the publication of Soul of the Court, a full length 
biography of Judge William Benson Bryant 
sponsored by the Society. Dean Fairfax 
moderated a discussion with William B. Schultz, 
former Society Board member who clerked for 
Judge Bryant and took his oral history, and Board 
member Michelle Coles, who clerked for Judge 
Emmett Sullivan, graduated as valedictorian 
from Howard School of Law in 2006, served in 
the Department of Justice, and is now an 
accomplished author.

The program began with Dean Fairfax 
recognizing Judge Bryant?s legacy as a 1936 
Howard Law graduate, first in his class, followed 
by his extraordinary career in Washington D.C. as 
a lawyer and jurist. Schultz then provided an 
overview of the early years of Judge Bryant?s life, 
all recounted in Soul of the Court, including his 
birth in 1911 in Alabama in what Judge Bryant 
referred to as a ?wide spot in the road,? his 
family?s escape to Washington, D.C. following a 
lynch mob?s search for his grandfather, his 
education at the legendary Dunbar High School, 
and his decision to go to law school at a time 
when a Black attorney had a very slim chance of 
making a living in the law. The opening line of 
Soul of the Court ? ?You crazy?? ? recounts the 
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Society Hosts 20th Annual Mock Court Program

On March 7, 2025, 
Judge Patricia Millett 
welcomed 155 D.C. 
high school students 
and their teachers 
for the  Twent ieth 
Annual Mock Court 
Program hosted by 
the Historical 
Society. The Mock 
Court Program 
began in 2006. Over 
the years, almost 
2,500 D.C. high school students have benefited 
from the generosity of the judges and attorney 
mentors who are at the heart of the program.

This year, after welcoming remarks by Judge 
Millett, the students went to assigned 
courtrooms in the E. Barrett Prettyman 
Courthouse and the William B. Bryant Annex, to 
present arguments to participating judges, 
followed by an opportunity to discuss the law 
and legal profession with the judges.

Fifteen judges, six local D.C. high schools, 155 
students, and 37 attorney mentors are just the 
bare statistics for this year?s Program. Far more 
important, the students enjoyed the remarkable 
opportunity to learn from attorney mentors and 
teachers about First and Fourth Amendment 
issues in a school setting, and then formulated 
arguments based on those issues to present to 
the judges. Chief Judge Boasberg remarked at 
the closing session how difficult the issues were 
and how impressed he was with the arguments 
presented and the remarkable poise by the 
students, all of whom were asked tough 
questions by the Judges.

The 2025 Program included, from the U.S. Court 
of Appeals, Judges Millett and Garcia, from the 
U.S. District Court, Chief Judge Boasberg, and 
Judges Contreras, Cooper, Mehta, Reyes, AliKhan, 
Lamberth, Harvey, Faruqui, Upadhyaya, 
Sharbaugh, and from the Bankruptcy Court, 
Judge Gunn. Judge William C. Bryson (Federal 
Circuit), a longtime participant in the program, 

MOCK COURT - continued on page 6

HOWARD - continued on page 6

Judge AliKhan with her Outstanding 
Advocate, Anna Mayer, from 

School Without Walls.
Photo courtesy of Ann Wilkins.
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Portrait of Judge Richard Roberts Unveiled

 On February 20, 2025, the official portrait of 
Judge Richard W. Roberts was unveiled at the 
Duke Ellington School of the Arts. Vice Principal 
of Arts Isaac Daniel presided at the ceremony, 
one of the events celebrating DESA?s 50th 
Anniversary celebration. The portrait artist was 
Simmie Knox, a former DESA faculty member 
and artist for many renowned individuals, 
including Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
several other judges of the Circuit and District 
Courts.

Following a performance by three members of 
DESA?s Show Choir, Vice Principal Daniel 
recounted Judge Roberts? considerable personal 
accomplishments in the musical arts early in his 
life. Two of his musical compositions were then 
performed by DESA students. After a video 
montage of warm tributes from many of his 
former law clerks, as well as his professional and 
judicial colleagues, Judge Roberts and Mr. Knox 
unveiled his portrait. In his remarks, Judge 
Roberts spoke of the ?rich vein of gold to be 
mined in the D.C. public school system,? calling 
out in particular the DESA students performing 
at the ceremony. He expressed his gratitude to, 
among others, the many individuals at the 

courthouse who 
make it possible for 
jurists to do their job 
well. The ceremony, 
which was 
live-streamed, 
concluded with a 
lively musical 
medley performed 
by the entire Show 
Choir. Judge Roberts? 
portrait is now 
publicly displayed at 
DESA.

Do you have an idea

for an article you'd like to share?

Let us know:  info@dcchs.org

NOW AVAILABLE
Judge Bryant Biography

Initiated and sponsored 
by the Historical Society, 
the first full-length 
biography of trailblazing 
D.C. attorney and judge, 
William Benson Bryant, 
Soul of the Court: The 
Trailblazing Life of Judge 
William Benson Bryant 
Sr. by Tonya Bolden, is 
now available for 
purchase. Orders can be 
made by going to 
Bookshop.org. The book 
can also be ordered at Amazon.com and 
Barnesandnoble.com.

This is a book you will not want to miss. Written 
by award-winning author Tonya Bolden, this 
biography presents the story of Bryant?s 
remarkable, pioneering life in the law - one that 
began in a segregated Washington D.C. and 
included many years as an extraordinary 
criminal defense attorney, including most 
notably, representation of Andrew Mallory, a 
poor young Black man sentenced to the electric 
chair for the 1954 rape of a white woman. Bryant 
fought for Mallory?s life all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The High Court overturned the 
conviction in Mallory v. United States, which is 
among the cases that influenced the landmark 
1966 decision in Miranda v. Arizona.

Bolden narrates the story of a life of 
compassion, unparalleled integrity, and 
unwavering belief in the dignity of every human 
being. The biography draws upon an array of 
documents, newspaper articles, interviews with 
the judge?s friends, colleagues, and family 
members, including Judge Bryant?s own words 
from his oral history for the Historical Society.

Tonya Bolden has authored, coauthored, and 
edited more than fifty books. Many of her tit les 
have garnered starred reviews from Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers Weekly, and other 
publications. Her numerous awards include a 
Children?s Book Guild of Washington, D.C.?s 

BRYANT - continued on page 5
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Please Support The Society

Programs of the Society depend on the 
financial support of the Courts of the District 

of Columbia Circuit, individuals, and law firms.

Consider becoming a member.

See our Membership Brochure at:

dcchs.org/join

Online contributions to the Historical Society 
can be made at:

dcchs.org/donate

All memberships and contributions 
may also be mailed to:

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit
E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse

333 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 4714
Washington, DC 20001-2866

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit is 
registered as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

independent of the Courts. 
Contributions to the Society are tax deductible.

The current debate 
over the extent of 
presidential power 
has featured 
prominently at 
different times in 
our country?s, and 
the D.C. Circuit?s, 
history. For a 
fascinating, 
in-depth discussion 
of the issue, look at 
the Society?s July 
25, 2007 program 
entitled ?The Steel 
Seizure Case in Historical Perspective: Presidential 
Power in Wartime?. Panelists included Patricia 
Bellia, Constitutional Law Professor, Notre Dame 
Law School; John Q. Barrett, Professor, St. John?s 
University School of Law and Biographer of 
Justice Robert H. Jackson; Louis Fisher, Senior 
Specialist in Separation of Powers with the 
Congressional Research Service of the Library of 
Congress and Author of ?Presidential War 
Power;? Maeva Marcus, Author of ?Truman and 
the Steel Seizure Case;? and Stanley L. Temko, 
Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling LLP, and 
Attorney for Petitioner United States Steel 
Corporation in the Steel Seizure Case.

Carl Stern set the stage. The Korean war is 
ongoing in 1952. The steelworkers union 
threatened a strike against all major steel 
producers, and the steel industry refused the 
demand unless it received price increases from 
the government. The day before the strike, 
President Truman signed Executive Order 10340, 
directing the Commerce Secretary to take 
control of the steel mills to keep them running.

Dr. Marcus then described an exchange, at a 
hearing seeking a preliminary injunction against 
the President?s order, between U.S. District 
Judge David Pine and government lawyer 
Holmes Baldridge. Judge Pine: Why do you think 
the President can do this? Baldridge: There was 
a grave national emergency requiring unusual 

THUNDER - continued from page 1 

? often appeared in the news, before, during and 
after a trial. Thunder cites several examples, 
including the 1881 trial of Charles J. Guiteau for 
the assassination of President James Garfield. In 
1904, a grand jury had indicted August W. 
Machen (known as ?Bug Gus?) for accepting 
bribes in return for approving the Post Office 
Department?s purchase of postal letter boxes. 
The Evening Star identified by name each juror 
subject to voir dire, and when the trial started, 
the name and home address of each empaneled 
juror. And in 1949, the Evening Star printed a 
picture of the jurors, in the case against ?Axis 
Sally? for treason, walking outside the 
courthouse. The caption also named each juror ? 
in order.

To read more, and to view the news reports and 
pictures, you may find Thunder?s article on the 
Society?s website here.

Mining the Society's Archives: The Debate Over the 
Limits of Presidential Power

STEEL SEIZURE - continued on page 6
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AREEN - continued from page 1 

their political rights.? As a result, she knew she wanted to ?focus more on issues of policy and 
government.?

When Areen entered Yale Law School in 1966, she was one of only eight women. In contracts class, 
she found herself the target of the Socratic method more often than her male peers. Rather than 
hazing her, she surmises the professor, who was one of her favorites, took advantage of the novelty 
of her participation to keep the class focused, as many of her fellow male students at the time had 
never attended class with a female student or engaged with one intellectually.

After law school, Areen began working at The Center for the Study of Public Policy in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She soon developed an interest in teaching law, and in 1972 she became one of only 
three female faculty members at Georgetown University Law Center. In her oral history, she 
describes navigating student interactions with those who had never encountered a female in a 
position of authority.

Areen briefly left Georgetown Law but returned in 1980, eventually rising to the position of Dean and 
Executive Vice President of the Law Center in 1989. Areen discusses her many obligations as Dean, 
including the task of attracting and retaining talented faculty, offering innovative curriculum, and 
protecting the independence of the Law Center within the larger institution of Georgetown 
University. When she stepped down in 2002, she jokingly referred to herself as a ?recovering 
administrator,? candidly acknowledging the physical and mental strain of the position and having to 
always be ?on the alert? considering consequences to the institution, students, and faculty.

In 2009, Areen authored the casebook, Higher Education and the Law, a scholarly publication 
influenced by her experience as an administrator. She explains her goal in writing the book was to 
build up the scholarly field of legal education and to ?take this field which is very active in the world 
of courts and universities and private legal practice, and make sure it exists in the scholarly 
community? ?

Dean Areen?s oral history was taken by Timothy G. Lynch between 2003 and 2008. Take a look, you 
won?t be disappointed!

BRYANT - continued from page 3 

Nonfiction Award for 
her body of work. 
This magna cum 
laude baccalaureate 
of Princeton 
University with a 
master?s degree from 
Columbia University 
lives in New York City.

More information 
about Soul of the 
Court: The 
Trailblazing Life of 
Judge William 
Benson Bryant Sr., 
can be found here.
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HOWARD - continued from page 2 

reaction from Judge Bryant?s grandfather when he 
announced he was going to law school. But Judge 
Bryant persisted and prevailed in his dream of a legal 
career.  Schultz observed: ?That was Judge Bryant, 
steadfast and firm in his beliefs and in following his 
instincts.?

Michelle Coles spoke warmly about Judge Bryant?s 
legacy to Howard Law, emphasizing his lifelong 
commitment to fairness and compassion in the law. 
?Doing the right thing? is what Howard Law lawyers are 
known for, Coles said, and Judge Bryant?s life and career 
serves as a shining example. Coles described how Soul of 
the Court recounts the history of the racial struggles in 
Washington, D.C. during the time that Judge Bryant was 
both growing up and then maturing in his professional career, and his ability to overcome those 
challenges.

Schultz explained that once he began his law practice in the late 1940s, Judge Bryant quickly became 
a highly respected criminal trial lawyer in the federal courthouse, becoming the first Black U.S. 
Attorney to try cases there. Dean Fairfax noted Judge Bryant?s role as counsel for the defendant in 
one of the seminal Supreme Court cases he teaches in his courses ? Mallory v. United States (1957). 
Judge Bryant took the case without a fee, and pursued it all the way to a successful conclusion in the 
Supreme Court, establishing the principle that police may not hold a prisoner for an unnecessary 
time before presentment (in Mallory?s case the delay was over 19 hours) in order to obtain a 
confession.

The event lasted for one hour, and was attended by Howard Law students. Soul of the Court is now 
available for purchase and is highly recommended for anyone interested in the history of the D.C. 
Circuit and the experience of a black man growing up and living in Washington, D.C. during the 20th 

William B. Schultz, Dean Roger A. Fairfax, 
and Michelle Coles ?06.

Photo courtesy of Adaija Darby.

STEEL SEIZURE - continued from page 4 

power in these circumstances. Pine: The government 
derives its power from the Constitution, and those 
powers are enumerated in and limited by that document. 
Baldridge:  That is true as to the legislative branch, but as 
for the President, ?all executive power is vested in the 
President.? Pine:  ?So, when the sovereign people 
adopted the Constitution, it enumerated the powers set 
up in the Constitution, but limited the powers of the 
Congress and limited the powers of the Judiciary, but it 
did not limit the power of the Executive? Is that what you 
say?? Baldridge:  ?That is the way we read Article 2 of the 
Constitution.? The next day, Judge Pine issued his 
injunction. Two months later, the Supreme Court decided 
Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer, 343 U.S. 579 
(1952), ruling against the government and President.

The fascinating and still t imely panel discussion runs 
over an hour and can be found here.
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MOCK COURT - continued from page 2 

also returned for another year.

Thirty-seven attorney mentors from 
various backgrounds and law firms 
volunteered their time to assist the 
students in preparing their argument 
presentations, and helped to provide an 
outstanding experience.

At the end of the program, 15 
Outstanding Advocates were selected, 
one by each participating judge. And as 
tradition dictated, everyone 
enthusiastically joined together in the 
courthouse Atrium for a pizza lunch! 
This event is truly exciting, and one that 
the Society looks forward to hosting 
every year.
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