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The District of Columbia Circuit lost a beloved and respected judge with the
passing of Judge Ricardo M. Urbina on June 17, 2024. Judge Urbina spent |
the majority of his career in public service as a judge, first as an Associate |
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia (1981 - 1994) and |
then as a District Judge on the United States District Court for the District of |
Columbia (1994 - 2012). Before his judicial years, he served as a public |
defender in the early days of the Legal Aid Agency and seven years as a law
professor at Howard University Law School. Chief Judge James E. Boasberg |
paid tribute to Judge Urbina as a role model on and off the bench. “He had

a keen sense of fairness, and he was a dedicated, empathetic, and creative |
jurist,” Boasberg said. “On a personal level, he is remembered throughout
the courthouse for his warmth, authenticity, and kindness. He will be

Ricardo M. Urbina
1946 - 2024

missed. URBINA - continued on page 4
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Three Female Chief Judges Chat About Their Experiences

by Patricia Michalowskij, Circuit Librarian

On June 18, 2024, a panel discussion was held at the D.C. Circuit Court featuring highly distinguished women in
the legal profession, specifically, the judiciary. The event featured three female former and current chief judges,
The Honorable Beryl A. Howell (Chief Judge, U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 2016-2023), The
Honorable Anna Blackburne-Rigsby (Chief Judge, District of Columbia Court of Appeals), and The Honorable
Anita M. Josey-Herring (Chief Judge, Superior Court of the District of Columbia), all who served concurrently on
their respective courts. This unprecedented situation was a first in the history of the D.C. courts.

The three women chatted informally about their experiences and time serving as chief judges and how they
came to their roles differently. For instance, Judge Howell's appointment was based on a statutory formula
laying out who becomes the new chief judge of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. Alternatively,
Judges Anita Josey-Herring and Anna Blackburne-Rigsby both applied to the District of Columbia Judicial
Nomination Commission for their office and were selected to serve.

Although each judge offered some unique experiences, the overarching theme and unifying experience for all

CHIEFS - continued on page 4
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Celebrating the Life of Magistrate Judge Alan Kay

Oral History of Richard A. ("Dick") Hibey

The District Court Judges and Magistrate Judges, along
with family, former law clerks, court staff and many
friends gathered in the Ceremonial Courtroom on
Thursday, July 11, 2024 to celebrate the life and career
of Magistrate Judge Alan Kay (1934 - 2024). Judge Kay
served as a Magistrate Judge from 1991 to 2016,
continuing in a senior capacity after that to serve the
court.

Chief Judge Boasberg presided over the proceedings.
Christy Kay, Judge Kay's daughter-in-law, opened the
ceremony by expressing thanks on behalf of the
family, and then recalling her first encounter with
Judge Kay. Uncertain how to address him, he quickly
said, “Christy, I'm just Alan”, which led her to share
that, despite the importance of his role at the court,
he had always been “just Alan” throughout his life to
friends, co-workers and family.

Judge Thomas Hogan shared details of Judge Kay's
early years, much of it set forth in his oral history for
the Society. Born and educated in England, Judge Kay
came to the United States and settled in Washington,
D.C., where he attended
both George Washington
University (1956) and then
George Washington Law
School (1959), working his
way through both schools.
He had the opportunity to
serve as a law clerk to Judge
Alexander Hotzhoff of the
District Court (1959-1960),
followed by a year in the
newly-created public
defender service. After one
KAY - continued on page 4
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There are very few attorneys who have had a career
as steeped in jury trials as Dick Hibey (1941 - 2024).
Dick arrived at Georgetown Law School in 1962,
became a Prettyman Fellow in 1965-1966, worked for
two years as a public defender in what was then
known as the Legal Aid Agency, and then spent 3
years in the U.S. Attorney's office, leaving in 1971.
During these early years, Dick tried on average two
trials per week. He appeared before several giants of
the District Court at the time, including Judges Jones,
Gesell, Bryant, Spottswood Robinson, John Lewis
Smith, and others.

For the next ten years, Dick practiced at the law firm
of Surrey, Karasik & Morse, trying mostly civil cases,
but handling criminal investigations as well. And then
he, Stan Anderson and two others launched their
own firm, Anderson, Hibey, Nauheim & Blair, in 1981.
In 1985-1986, Dick represented (at the same time)
Jonathan Pollard in a high profile Israeli espionage
case and Ferdinand Marcos, who had just been
deposed as the president of the Philippines. As his
remarkable career continued, he represented many
high profile clients, ,
including Clair George, CIA
Director of Operations, in |
two trials before Judge |
Royce Lamberth arising out |
of alleged false statements
to Congress, and later Mary
Mapes, who was fired by
CBS following a
highly-criticized 60 Minutes
episode about President
George W. Bush's early

HIBEY - continued on page 4

Upcoming Event - Law Clerk & Judges Reception

On October 22, 2024, the Historical Society will
host its Annual Law Clerk and Judges Reception.
The event will begin at 5:00pm in the
Courthouse Atrium in the Bryant Annex. Light
refreshments will be served. Current and former
law clerks, their judges, and Historical Society
members are invited to attend. For additional
information, please contact Leith Alvaro at

info@dcchs.org.
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Oral History of Magistrate Judge Alan Kay

Magistrate Judge Alan Kay (1934 - 2024) served as a
Magistrate Judge for the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia from 1991 to 2016,
serving the court afterwards in a senior capacity. In
1997, Professor Dan Ernst (Georgetown University
Law Center) sat down with Judge Kay to record an
oral history that is rich in detail about Judge Kay’s life
and career, as well as life in the District Court in the
1960s.

Kay was born in London, England on July 6, 1934. He
was the descendant of Russian Jews who had
emigrated there earlier in the century. In 1952, his
parents decided to emigrate to the United States.

While disappointed with the decision, he agreed to
go with his family. Before his 18th birthday, Kay
arrived alone in Washington D.C. and lived with a
relative until his parents’ later arrival. Kay applied for
admission to George Washington University (GWU).
Although accepted, he had to defer until he was able
to save enough money for tuition and other costs.

When discussing these challenges, Judge Kay reflects
on his “differences” such as a British accent and his
Jewish heritage. He also discusses his need to
assimilate into American culture, his initial
fascination with the sport of baseball, and his
impressions of Americans and America (“so many
cars” “such informal dress”).

After his undergraduate studies, Kay decided to
enter law school, despite his fascination with
economics. Following law school, he clerked for
legendary Judge Alexander Holtzoff from 1959 to
1960. In 1960, Roger Robb, then in private practice
and not yet on the USCA bench, approached Kay
about joining a new agency, to be called the Legal
Aid Agency, as one of three staff attorneys. The
Agency later became the Public Defender Service.
Kay's description of the beginning of the office, the
types of cases they handled, the excitement from the
then-ongoing dramatic expansion of an accused’s
rights by the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeals and the many logistical challenges they
faced is fascinating.

Do you have an idea

for an article you'd like to share?

Let us know: info@dcchs.org

Now Available for Pre-Sale

Judge Bryant Biography

The first full-length biography
of trailblazing D.C. attorney
and judge, William Benson
Bryant, Soul of the Court: The
Trailblazing Life of Judge
William Benson Bryant Sr. by
Tonya Bolden, is now available
for pre-sale. Publication is
expected in February 2025.

District Court Judge Louis F.
Oberdorfer once stated that
there were “only two people in
the  world  who really
understood the Constitution”
and its impact on American lives. One was Hugo Black,
deceased Supreme Court justice. The other was
William B. Bryant (1911-2005), who in the early 1950s
became the first Black Assistant U.S. Attorney to try
cases in Washington, D.C.'s federal courts.

; lli mya BI]I':_'I'_‘['I

Bryant was nominated to be a judge for the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia by Lyndon B.
Johnson in 1965. Bryant served for 45 years, including
becoming the Court’s first Black Chief Judge in 1977.

Written by award-winning author Tonya Bolden, this
biography presents the story of Bryant's remarkable,
pioneering life in the law—one that began in a
segregated Washington D.C. and included many years
as an extraordinary criminal defense attorney,
including most notably, representation of Andrew
Mallory, a poor young Black man sentenced to the
electric chair for the 1954 rape of a white woman.
Bryant fought for Mallory’s life all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court, chiefly on the ground that Mallory’s
confession was the result of an illegal detention. The
High Court overturned the conviction in Mallory v.
United States, which is among the cases that influenced
the landmark 1966 decision in Miranda v. Arizona.

Bolden narrates the story of a life of compassion,
unparalleled integrity, and unwavering belief in the
dignity of every human being. The biography draws
upon an array of documents, newspaper articles,
interviews with the judge's friends, colleagues, and
family members, including Judge Bryant's own words
from his oral history for the Historical Society.

More information about Soul of the Court: The
Trailblazing Life of Judge William Benson Bryant Sr.,
can be found here. Pre-orders can be made by going
to Bookshop.org. The book can also be found for
pre-order at Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com.
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KAY - continued from page 2

appointment as a Magistrate Judge in 1991.

CHIEFS - continued from page 1

three chief judges was their desire to unify the court
for which she worked, while also leveraging
administrative and organizational skills to ensure that
her court operated as smoothly and innovatively as
possible.

Much emphasis was placed on the role of building
consensus amongst all  judges regarding
administrative matters, although not cases, while
simultaneously realizing a vision for how their courts
could operate more effectively generally, as well as
during uniquely challenging times, such as the COVID
pandemic, judicial shortages, and constricting

budgets. Each judge recognized too, that fostering
partnerships between all the D.C. courts and engaging
in recurring dialog are essential elements in the
success of each individual court. The panel was hosted
by the Federal Bar Association's D.C. Chapter, in
partnership with the D.C Bar Litigation Community.

Programs of the Society depend on the financial
support of the Courts of the District of Columbia Circuit,
individuals, and law firms.

Consider becoming a member.
See our Membership Brochure at:

dcchs.org/join

Online contributions to the Historical Society
can be made at:

dcchs.org/donate

All memberships and contributions
may also be mailed to:
The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit
E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse
333 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 4714

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit is registered
as a 507(c)(3) nonprofit organization independent of the Courts.
Contributions to the Society are tax deductible.

year, he came back to the court as law clerk for then newly-appointed Judge William B. Jones (1962-1963), a
renowned civil litigator who was looking for a law clerk to assist him especially in criminal cases. Judge Kay then
spent four years in the civil division of the U.S. Attorney’s office and 24 years in private practice before

Magistrate Judge John M. Facciola, who served alongside Judge Kay for 17 years, recounted their close friendship
and support during those years (1997 - 2014). Among other things, Judge Facciola reminisced about their
shared, somewhat unusual love for Marx Brothers humor, recounting a few well-worn routines they enjoyed
reenacting before and after courthouse hours. Known (as noted by Chief Judge Boasberg) as the “dynamic duo”
of Magistrate Judges during those years, Judge Facciola spoke highly of Judge Kay’s abilities as a mediator, his

chambers becoming known as the place where
seemingly intractable disputes on the eve of a 3-week
trial “went to die” in surprising settlements.

Clerk of Court Angela Caesar then shared several
stories from various members of the clerk’s office of
warm and often humorous encounters with Judge
Kay, while Joshua Champagne, one of Judge Kay's
many clerks in attendance, reflected on the wonderful
experience in clerking for him.

HIBEY - continued from page 2

military career, in which she had acted as Dan
Rather’s producer.

This oral history is rich with recollections and insights
into the life of a trial lawyer, the District Court bench
and bar in the 1960s and early 1970s, and the
challenges of high profile representations in the
1980s through his retirement in 2018. It is a story
worth telling and worth reading.

Please Support The Society

URBINA - continued from page 1

With Judge Urbina's passing, his extraordinary,
9-session oral history for the Historical Society is now
available for publication. Conducted by Gene Granof,
it is a fascinating account of a life well-lived, full of
compassion, understanding, insight and excellence.
He recalls his early education, his remarkable track
career (falling just short of joining the 1968 U.S.
Olympic team), his commitment to the rule of law and
his deep belief in the importance of the jury system,
his teaching days at Howard and later at George
Washington University, and his life and many
poignant experiences as a judge on both the Superior
Court and District Court benches. “One of the
wonderful parts of being a judge is that the human
drama plays out in front of you all the time, and in
almost every instance you can find a piece of that
drama that applies to you. The human experience.” It
is an oral history to be savored by those who love the
courts, the jury trial system, and the importance of
compassion in our judicial system.
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