Chief Judge Beryl A. Howell

Elizabeth Sarah Gere

Oral History taken by Barbara Kagan

Elizabeth Sarah Gere (Sally) began her 50-year legal career
at a time when women attorneys were a minority and
even fewer were litigators. Nonetheless, Ms. Gere reached
the height of the profession holding prominent positions
in both the federal and local government and in the
private sector as a partner at a prominent law firm. She
also has taught at Georgetown University Law Center,
been a Master in the Charles Fahy Inn of Court, and acted
as a committed volunteer with several nonprofit
organizations dedicated to advancing the lives of young
people including the Girl Scout Council of the Nation's
Capital.

When Ms. Gere started law
school at Syracuse University
Law School in 1969, she was
the only woman then
accepted at the school. After
a year, she transferred to
George Washington
University Law School and
graduated with honors.

Ms. Gere was hired to serve
as a law clerk for Judge June
Y L. Green of the U.S. District
Court for the District of
Columbia, at a time when it

Elizabeth Sarah Gere, Esq. GERE - continued on page 2

Chief Judge Howell Passes the Gavel

The current United States District Court for the District of
Columbia was first created by statute in 1863. Until 1936, it bore
the name Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. Jurists on
the court were known as Justices, and those who took the helm
were Chief Justices. In 1948, Congress revised the term Justice to
Judge, and Chief Justice to Chief Judge. Between 1836 and 1948,
there were eight Chief Justices. Since 1948, there have been 19
Chief Judges. (Judge Bolitha James Laws held both titles seriatim
during his tenure from 1945 to 1958).
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On March 17, 2023, former Chief Judge Beryl A. Howell “passed
the gavel” to Chief Judge James E. Boasberg, in a ceremony in the Court's Ceremonial Courtroom. Chief Judge Boasberg
becomes the 19th Chief Judge since the 1948 Act. Judge Howell proclaimed that the District Court is in very good hands
with Chief Judge Boasberg.

GAVEL - continued on page 3

Investiture Ceremony of Judge Jia M. Cobb

On February 24, 2023, Chief Judge Beryl A. Howell
welcomed family, friends, and colleagues of Judge Jia M.
Cobb to a celebration of her investiture with the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia. Avis Buchanan,
Paige Herwig, and the Honorable Ketanji Brown Jackson
were among those participating in the event.

Judge Cobb was appointed to the District Court in
November 2021, but the formal investiture ceremony was
placed on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions. Judge Cobb
received a B.A., magna cum laude, from Northwestern
University and her J.D., cum laude, from Harvard Law
School, where she also served as Coordinating Editor of
the Harvard Law Review.

After law school, Judge Cobb clerked for the Honorable
Diane P. Wood of the United States Court of Appeals for
the Seventh Circuit.

COBB - continued on page 3
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Fifteen Judges, nine local D.C. high schools, 190
students, 40+ mentors - these are just the bare
- statistics for the Eighteenth Annual Mock Court
Program hosted by the Historical Society. Far more
important, 190 high school students enjoyed the
remarkable opportunity to learn from their
mentors and teachers about First and Fourth
- | Amendment issues in the school setting, and then
formulate arguments based on those issues to
present to U.S. Court of Appeals, District Court,
and Superior Court judges in our nation’s capital.
As Chief Judge Howell remarked at the closing
session, the students learned about the
importance of civility in discourse, the power of
well-constructed and persuasive arguments, and
the orderly process for dispute resolution in the
courts of the United States.

Society Hosts 18th Annual Mock Court Program

The March 2, 2023 program marked a welcome
return to the courthouse. The 2021 and 2022
programs had been held virtually because of
covid-related restrictions. Even during those
programs, the students experienced what
attorneys throughout the country had to learn - the ability to present their arguments in a virtual setting. With the arrival
of 2023, however, the program was able to return to the courthouse, allowing the judges and students to interact in a
much more direct and personal way. Chief Judge Srinivasan welcomed everyone back to the courthouse with opening
remarks, after which the students went to their assigned courtrooms to present their arguments to the participating
judges, followed by the opportunity to discuss the law and the legal profession with the judges.

Magistrate Judge Harvey with Outstanding Advocate lason Lu,
School Without Walls, Photo by Ann Wilkins

The 2023 program also had a number of firsts. Because of the extraordinary impact on the federal court docket from the
“January 6th cases”, the Society reached out to judges from the Federal Circuit (Judge William C. Bryson), the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia (Judge Patricia Giles), and the District of Columbia Superior Court
(Judges Hiram Puig-Lugo, Yvonne Williams, Robert Okun and Andrea Hertzfeld), to fill the gap. They joined Chief Judge
Srinivasan, Judges Millett, Rao and Pan of the Court of Appeals, and Judges Lamberth and Cobb, and Magistrate Judges
Harvey, Faruqui, and Meriweather of the District Court in providing an outstanding experience for the students. And
because of the number of students and judges, four of the fifteen courtrooms were located in the H. Carl Moultrie
Superior Courthouse. Finally, an unprecedented number of volunteer attorney mentors - over 40 - assisted the
students in small groups to prepare for presentation of their arguments.

At the end of the program, 15 Outstanding Advocates were selected, one by each of the fifteen participating judges. And
as tradition dictated, everyone enthusiastically joined together in the courthouse Atrium for a pizza lunch!

. . . GERE - continued from page 1
Join the Society this summer for a program on Jrom pag

the 2001 Microsoft Antitrust Decision was rare to see a woman law clerk in federal court.

After her clerkship, Ms. Gere joined the Criminal
Division of the US Department of Justice, later

On June 7, 2023 (4:30 - 6:00 pm), the Society will present its first

in-person historical program since June 2019. The program will
focus on the decision of the United States Court of Appeals in
United States v. Microsoft Corp., 253 F.3d 34 (D.C. Cir. 2001). It will

be the second installment of the Judge Patricia M. Wald Programs
on Life and Law in the Courts of the D.C. Circuit, and will feature a
reenactment of a portion of the argument before two of the
Judges who participated in the decision, followed by a panel
discussion by several experts in the field on the importance and
continuing impact of the Microsoft decision on antitrust law and
enforcement. The program will take place in the Ceremonial
Courtroom at the E. Barrett Prettyman Courthouse. We hope to
see you there. For more information, please reach out to the

Society at info@dcchs.org.

transferring to the Civil division. Some of her
notable cases involved significant issues
implicating First and Fourth Amendment rights, the
state secrets privilege, national security, and the
press. After several years in private practice, she
returned to public service before retiring in 2018.

Sally Gere's oral history is an engaging and
instructive story about the challenges and
successes of a woman litigator when there were
few women in the courtroom. She helped pave the
way for women lawyers to follow, just as her role
model, Judge June L. Green, had done for her.
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GAVEL - from page 1

Several speakers lauded Chief Judge Howell for her 7-year stewardship of the court. Senior District Judge Paul Friedman,
District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, Magistrate Judge G. Michael Harvey and Supreme Court Justice (and former District
Court and Court of Appeals Judge) Ketanji B. Jackson spoke at length. They praised Judge Howell's emphasis on judicial
collegiality, transparency and openness, her supportive nature, and her organizational talent and efficiency. During
Judge Howell's tenure as Chief Judge, the Court welcomed seven new District Court judges, three new Magistrate judges
and a new Bankruptcy judge. The Court also faced unprecedented and unique challenges, including an unexpected and
immediate pivot from in-person to remote proceedings in March 2020 at the onset of the covid-19 pandemic, and a
wave of more than 1,000 criminal cases arising out of the January 6, 2021 attack on the Capitol.

As chief judicial administrator for the District Court, Judge Howell, in partnership with then Chief Judge Garland, created
new committees in 2018 to address workplace conduct and judicial wellness issues. She reinvigorated the court’s Jury
Committee to address perceived imbalances in racial participation on juries and to improve the court's internal
processes in administering the jury pool. Magistrate Judge Harvey also praised Judge Howell's efforts to address the
workload imbalance of the court’s magistrate judges. Beginning in 2018, Judge Howell repeatedly sought authorization
for an additional, fourth magistrate judge for the court. In 2021 her efforts were successful when the Judicial Conference
authorized the court’s first new full-time magistrate judge position in over 50 years.

Judge Howell accomplished all of this while simultaneously retaining a full individual docket, and assuming responsibility
for all grand jury related matters, a task traditionally reserved for the Chief Judge. While much of her grand jury related
work remains confidential by statute and rule, certain of her higher profile decisions have been partially unsealed and
reported in the press, including decisions regarding the review and assertion of privilege as to records seized from the
personal cell phone of a Congressman in the course of the Special Counsel's investigation into efforts to overturn the
2020 presidential election.

Amidst all of this, Judge Howell has supported the work of the Society, including finding time to participate in the
Society's annual Mock Court Program both as a participating judge hearing the students' oral arguments and as our
closing speaker at each program. Her closing remarks, reported separately in this newsletter issue, have always been
educational and inspiring for the students.

It has truly been an historic seven years for the Court.

COBB - continued from page 1

Please Support The Society Following her clerkship, she worked as
a trial attorney at the Public Defender
Service for the District of Columbia

from 2006 to 2012. In 2012, Judge
Programs of the Society depend on the financial support of the Cobb joined Relman Colfax PLLC, a

Courts of the District of Columbia Circuit, individuals, and law

INVESTITURE CEREMONY

firms national plaintiff-side civil rights firm oo
' based in Washington, D.C. At Relman ERema LT, Cops
Consider becoming a member. Colfax, Judge Cobb handled a variety  usmen siams Dismicr juvor
of complex civil rights litigation
See our Membership Brochure at: matters, including those involving

dcchs.org/join allegations of housing discrimination,
employment  discrimination, and

Online contributions to the Historical Society can be made at: . . FRIDAY, FRBRUARY 24, 2023
police misconduct. 430 pa

‘CEREMONIAL COURTROOM

dcchs.org/donate

Judge Cobb has taught trial advocacy

as an adjunct professor at American University
Washington College of Law and as a visiting faculty
member at Harvard Law School's Trial Advocacy

All memberships and contributions may also be mailed to:
The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit
E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse

333 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 4714 Workshop. She previously served as an elected member
Washington, DC 20001-2866 of the District of Columbia Bar's Criminal Law and
Individual Rights Section Steering Committee.

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit is registered .
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization independent of the Courts. Do you have an idea

Contributions to the Society are tax deductible. for an article you'd like to share?

Let us know: info@dcchs.org
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