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It is difficult to find jurists in the history 
of the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia who have served 
continuously for over 40 and 35 years. 
Senior Judge Thomas F. Hogan (40 years) 
and Senior Judge Royce C. Lamberth (35 
years) are among those few. Between 
2001 and 2013, they were responsible for 
guiding seriatim the District Court as 
Chief Judges (Judge Hogan from 2001 to 
2008 and Judge Lamberth from 2008 to 
2013), through the extraordinary 
challenges of 9/11 and the Guantanamo 
cases, among many others.

On November 4, 2022, Chief Judge Beryl A. 
Howell presided over a Special Celebration 
in the Ceremonial Courtroom honoring the 
outstanding, decades-long legacies of 
these two highly-respected jurists. Judges 
Paul L. Friedman, Dabney L. Friedrich and 

Celebrating the Careers of Judges 
Thomas F. Hogan and Royce C. Lamberth
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The Recent Passing of Two Giants of the Court ?
Judge Laurence Silberman and U.S. Attorney Earl J. Silbert

The D.C. Circuit lost two individuals whose 
careers had enormous impacts on the court. 
Retired Judge Laurence Silberman died 
October 2, 2022. Earl J. Silbert died September 
6, 2022.

Judge Silberman was appointed and 
confirmed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 
October 1985. Judge Silberman was widely 
known as a preeminent member of the Court, 
a leading proponent of judicial restraint, 
author of hundreds of opinions, and a finalist 
for a Supreme Court nomination on no fewer 
than three occasions. As Steve Steinbach 
notes in his summary of Judge Silberman?s 
oral history, however, less well known ?is 
Judge Silberman?s fascinating pre-judicial career ? where, among other 

things, he authored a path-breaking plan for 
affirmative action, defended the integrity of 
the Justice Department during the darkest 
days of Watergate, became an intelligence 
advisor to several presidents, and served as 
U.S. Ambassador to Yugoslavia ? in addition to 
stints at law firms, professorships at law 
schools, work on a presidential campaign, and 
even an interlude as a California banker.? In 
his oral history, Judge Silberman reflects at 
length on his career, including his resignation 
from the Department of Labor in the early 
1970s after a run-in with Chuck Colson of the 
White House, his service as Deputy Attorney 
General after the Saturday Night Massacre, 
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Oral History of Inez Smith 
Reid

Born in New Orleans in 1937, 
Judge Smith Reid came to 
Washington, D.C., her 
mother?s home, at the age of 
two. In her oral history, taken 
between 2005 and 2010, 

Judge Smith Reid reflects on her childhood, early 
education and the importance of her mother?s 
expectations. ?Each of us [she and her two brothers] was 
told in no uncertain circumstances that we all could not 
stop our education until we had gotten the ultimate 
degree, which was then considered to be the Ph.D.? Her 
mother insisted that they be widely read, proficient writers 
and good speakers. ?Performing to the best of our abilit ies 
meant that we should all bring all A?s.? Judge Smith Reid 
recounts what it was like growing up in a segregated 
Washington, D.C., with ?Division I (white)? schools and 
?Division II (black)? schools.  Her high school, Dunbar, "was 

Soon to be Published Oral Histories

The Historical Society is looking forward to the 18th 
Annual Mock Court Program, which will take place on 
Thursday, March 2, 2023. The Program is a wonderful 
event that brings together judges, attorneys and local area 
high school students. The 2021 and 2022 programs were 
held virtually because of covid, but we are planning on 
returning to an in-person format in 2023. In 2022, twelve 
judges and over 140 students participated, with over 35 
mentors who met with the students in the weeks leading 
up to the event. The Program provides a wonderful 
opportunity to mentor high school students who are eager 
for the opportunity to make an appellate-style oral 
argument before a federal judge. See past reports on prior 
programs here.

Upcoming ? 18th Annual Mock Court Program

The portrait of Judge Robert 
L. Wilkins was recently 
presented to the U.S. 
District Court for the District 
of Columbia, where Judge 
Wilkins served from 
December 27, 2010, until 
January 15, 2014. Chief 
Judge Beryl A. Howell 
presided over the 
ceremony. Judge Wilkins 
now serves as a U.S. Court 
of Appeals judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit.

Judge Wilkins obtained a 
B.S. in Chemical Engineering 
from Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. 
Following law school, Judge Wilkins served as a law clerk to 
the Honorable Earl B. Gilliam of the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of California. In 1990, he 
joined the Public Defender Service for the District of 
Columbia, where he served as a staff attorney in the trial 
and appellate divisions and later as Special Litigation Chief.

Portrait of Judge Robert L. Wilkins
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HISTORIES - continued on page 5

The Society is pleased to report that it will 
shortly be publishing the oral histories of 
Judge Inez Smith Reid and June Jeffries. 

Oral History of June Jeffries

The only child to a grocery 
store clerk cashier (mother) 
and an auto parts worker 
(father), the grandchild of 
sharecroppers in the south, 
and descended from slaves 
owned by the Jeffries family in 
Mississippi, June Jeffries started her life in 1954 in a Detroit 
rooming house with her parents. They soon moved to the 
west side of Detroit, the second Black family in a mostly 
White neighborhood that soon became a Black 
neighborhood. Ms. Jeffries recounts ?we had a great time 
growing up in Detroit . . . . We grew up in the heyday of 
Motown and kinds of things.? But even as she was growing 
up in Detroit, she and her mother made frequent visits to 
her mother?s home in rural Mississippi, all of which had a 
significant impact on June?s upbringing. In her oral history, 
Ms. Jeffries reflects at length on her education in the 
schools of Detroit, the importance of her teachers on her 

Photo by Sharon Farmer ? 
sfphotoworks@gmail.com

WILKINS - continued on page 4
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CELEBRATING - from page  1

and Timothy J. Kelly each provided remarks on Judge Hogan?s and Judge Lamberth?s judicial careers.

Judge Friedman surveyed the long and storied history of the court, after which he reflected on the long history of 
involvement of Judge Hogan and Judge Lamberth with the Court. Judge Hogan first served as a law clerk to Judge William 
B. Jones in 1966, and Judge Lamberth came to the United States Attorney?s office in 1974, eventually overseeing the Civil 
Division?s docket of cases with the court. Judge Friedman noted that during their years on the bench the court dealt with 
many significant cases, including the Whitewater investigations, the Microsoft antitrust case, challenges to the 
McCain-Feingold campaign finance law, the D.C. teachers union prosecutions, several prominent voting rights cases, the 
Black Farmers class actions alleging discrimination by the Agriculture Department, the Indian Trust Fund lit igation, as 
well as cases involving Scooter Libby, Jack Abramoff, Roger Clemens, Senator Ted Stevens, and many others. As Judge 
Friedman observed, over the course of their judicial careers Judges Hogan and Lamberth have been involved in 
responding to and/or managing the judicial challenges created by many events of national importance, including 9/11, 
the Guantanamo cases, and most recently the January 6th cases. He particularly praised the leadership of both Judge 
Hogan and Judge Lamberth during their tenure as Chief Judge in fostering and maintaining a high level of collegiality 
among the judges, while at the same time managing the court?s high profile, challenging docket during those years. 
Judge Friedrich, who served as a law clerk to Judge Hogan in 1992, reflected on the honor of working for, and now with, 
Judge Hogan. Judge Kelly also surveyed the many important and difficult challenges handled by Judge Lamberth, 
including his management of the extraordinary demands on the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court following the 
events of 9/11.

Judge Hogan was appointed to the District Court on August 20, 1982, assuming the seat previously held by Judge William 
B. Bryant. He served as Chief Judge from June 19, 2001 until May 1, 2008, and he has remained active as a Senior Judge 
since that time. Judge Hogan?s legal career commenced at the District Court in 1966-67, when he served as the law clerk 
to Judge William B. Jones, after which he was in private practice until his appointment in 1982. Judge Friedrich in her 
remarks noted Judge Hogan?s inability to say ?no? when called upon to service, which led him to serve as Chair of the 
Executive Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States from 2005 to 2008, Director of the Administrative 
Office of the United States from 2011 to 2013, and as a judge on the United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court from 2009 to 2016, the last two years as Presiding Judge, among many others.

CELEBRATING - continued on page 5

Let me first say what a wonderful experience it has been to be a part of the Historical Society.

And what a busy year it has been! We hosted virtually the 17th Annual Mock Court Program, something we hope to host 
in person this coming year on March 2, 2023. Then-Judge, now-Justice, Ketanji B. Jackson, spoke to a group 21 High 
School Students who participated in the Mock Court Program, when she was unable to participate in the annual event 
because of the timing of the confirmation process.

We had our first in-person Annual Board Meeting in two years and were happy to have a full room. We published four 
new Oral Histories on our website and continue working on expanding the collection. In the newsletter, we remembered 

the 50th Anniversary of Watergate, and learned about trial lawyers? 
experiences in the District Court, with great articles from former and current 
board members Carl Stern and Carrie Johnson, respectively.

In addition, we had the privilege of witnessing the investitures of three new 
judges, celebrating the careers of three remarkable jurists as their portraits 
were added to the court?s collection, and attending a special celebration for 
Judges Thomas F. Hogan and Royce C. Lamberth, hosted by Chief Judge Beryl 
A. Howell.

I continue to be appreciative of the Board Members, volunteers, court staff, 
and the public, who continue to support the Society?s mission to expand the 
Oral History Collection and provide engaging programming.

Leith Alvaro, Executive Director
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Notes From The Executive Director -
A Year in Reflection
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WILKINS - from page 2

He joined the law firm of Venable LLP as a partner in 2002, 
handling white-collar defense, intellectual property, and 
complex civil lit igation matters.

During his tenure with the Public Defender Service and in 
private practice, Judge Wilkins served as the lead plaintiff 
in Wilkins, et al. v. State of Maryland, a landmark civil rights 
lawsuit that inspired nationwide legislative and executive 
reform of police stop-and-search practices and the 
collection of data regarding those practices.

Judge Wilkins also played a key role in the establishment of 
the Smithsonian National Museum of African American 
History and Culture (opened in September 2016 on the 
National Mall), serving as the Chairman of the Site and 
Building Committee of the Presidential Commission whose 
work led to the Congressional authorization of the 
museum and the selection of its location.

In 2019, Judge Wilkins received the Harvard Law School 
Association Award and the Washington Bar Association 
Charles Hamilton Houston Medallion of Merit. 

Check out the Society?s on-line portrait exhibit here. 

Please Support The Society

Programs of the Society depend on the financial support of the
Courts of the District of Columbia Circuit, individuals, and law firms.

Consider becoming a member.
See our Membership Brochure at:

dcchs.org/join

Online contributions to the Historical Society can be made at:

dcchs.org/donate

All memberships and contributions may also be mailed to:
The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit

E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse
333 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 4714

Washington, DC 20001-2866

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit is registered 
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization independent of the Courts. 

Contributions to the Society are tax deductible.
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Do you have an idea
for an article you'd like to share?

Let us know:  info@dcchs.org

PASSING - from page 1

the final months of the Nixon administration, which he described as ?like walking through a minefield blindfolded,? and his 
reaction to the ?secret files? maintained at FBI headquarters by former Director J. Edgar Hoover. Judge Silberman?s career in 
public service was both unique and remarkable. We encourage everyone to spend time reading his personal recollections in 
his oral history, found here.

Earl J. Silbert, an icon of the Washington D.C. Bar and U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia from 1974 to 1979, died on 
September 6, 2022. Another extraordinary public servant, Mr. Silbert was one of the first to be interviewed for the Society?s 
oral history project. In his 1992 oral history, Mr. Silbert, who was the Principal Assistant U.S. Attorney in June 1972 when the 
Watergate break in occurred ? a litt le over 50 years ago ? recounted his first thoughts when he received a call the night of the 
burglary. ?I was in bed. I received a call early in the morning of that Saturday from Chuck Work who was either Chief or Deputy 
Chief of the Superior Court Division of the U.S. Attorney?s Office. He called up and his first words over the phone were, ?I have 
a hot one or a strange one here,? I believe at a police precinct.? Mr. Silbert knew immediately this was an unusual situation. 
?First of all, five people arrested in the Democratic National Committee Headquarters for a break-in ? that was unusual. 
Second, the five persons were in suits. Then it turned out that they either didn?t have any identification on them or gave false 
names. Later that day, on Saturday, we learned one of those arrested, James McCord, was the Security Chief . . . of the 
Committee for the Reelection of the President for the Republicans.?

He then recounts an unusual argument before Judge James Belson, who handled the initial arraignment of the burglars, 
regarding the execution of the first wave of search warrants. ?I remember that after Chuck and I had drafted the search 
warrants, which turned out to be critical because they produced very valuable evidence, we were called up to chambers and 
asked by Judge Belson whether or not we had to have counsel present. I had an argument right then and there, the first, it 
may be the only one of its kind, trying to satisfy a judge that the reasoning of United States v. Wade [which held there was a 
right to counsel at a lineup because it was a critical stage of investigations and prosecutions] did not apply to a search 
warrant.? Ultimately, Judge Belson agreed, even though ?he had a genuine concern.?

Mr. Silbert goes on in his oral history to recount the early breaks and issues in the investigation, quickly discovering the 
involvement of E. Howard Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy, as well as the hold initiated by the White House / CIA on a portion of the 
investigation that ultimately led to the discovery of deposits of presidential campaign checks in the account of one of the 
burglars. Mr. Silbert?s fascinating, first hand recollections of Watergate and his many other contributions to the Washington 
D.C. bar can be found here.
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HISTORIES - from page 2

Oral History of Inez Smith Reid - continued

Dunbar, "was carved out as the school for young black children who 
would go on to college . . . a college preparatory school.? In high 
school, she excelled in oratory, writing her own speeches, usually 
about a particular provision in the Constitution. In fact, one of her 
high school classmates and oratorical competitors was future Chief 
Judge Wagner of the D.C. Court of Appeals. Judge Smith Reid recalls 
where she was in high school when Brown v. Board of Education was 
decided, and describes in vivid detail the reaction of her teachers 
and others when the decision was announced. After high school, she 
attended Howard University for one year, and then entered Tufts in 
sophomore year, where she eventually obtained a scholarship to pay 
for her education, graduating magna cum laude in 1959. She went to 
law school because her twin brother (eventually a judge of the New 
York Court of Appeals) asked her to attend law school with him, and 
they entered Yale Law School together. It was rare, she recalls, for 
women to be part of a law school class, and even rarer for African 
Americans to be part of a law school class, although she notes that 
shortly thereafter Eleanor Holmes Norton, her roommate for two 
years, and Marian Wright Edelman followed in her footsteps. Judge 
Smith Reid speaks at length about her personal reactions, and the 
national reaction, to the civil rights movement of the 1960s, the 
murder of Emmett Till, the assassinations of President Kennedy, 
Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy.

After teaching for several years, beginning in the Congo, Judge Smith 
Reid first entered the legal profession in the 1970s, accepting an 
offer from Peter Edelman to be his General Counsel at the New York 
State Division of Youth. She then took a position at the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare in 1977 and then 
Inspector General at the EPA. Joining the D.C. Corporation Counsel?s 
office in 1981, she eventually became Corporation Counsel. 
Following ten years in private practice, Judge Smith Reid was 
nominated to the D.C. Court of Appeals in 1995, replacing Judge 
Emmett Sullivan when he was appointed to the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia. Judge Smith Reid discusses at length her 
views on the art of judging, her relationships with her fellow judges, 
her time as Vice Chair of the Access to Justice Commission, and her 
most interesting cases. Reading her oral history will be time well 
spent.

Oral History of June Jeffries - continued

trajectory and her own self-confidence, 
the role of music, Girl Scouts, sports 
(including curling), and many other things 
in her life while growing up. After high 
school, Ms. Jeffries was intent on going to 
school in the Northeast, and ended up at 
Wesleyan in the second incoming co-ed 
class there. At first her career sights were 
on medicine, but organic chemistry class 
changed that. She had wanted to be a 
lawyer since she was 5, from watching 
her mother?s favorite show, Perry Mason. 
In senior year of college, she began 
applying to law schools, ultimately 
attending Georgetown University Law 
Center in August 1975. Ms. Jeffries talks 
about her arrival at the law school, 
pleasantly surprised at the number of 
Black students in her class (she credits 
David Wilmot for this). After graduation, 
she returned to Michigan to take the Bar 
there, and landed her first job based on a 
conversation with one of her mother?s 
customers at the grocery store. That job, 
trying misdemeanor cases in City Court, 
was her first exposure to a career in 
lit igation. After a short stint in private 
practice, she joined the U.S. Attorney?s 
Office in Detroit, and then later came to 
Washington, D.C., where her 
extraordinary 25+ year career as a 
federal prosecutor began. Ms. Jeffries 
describes her early cases, what it was like 
to be in the U.S. Attorney?s Office under 
the leadership of Joseph diGenova and 
others, with story upon story of the trials 
in which she was involved. Reading her 
reminiscences is a trial lawyer?s dream.

CELEBRATING - from page 3 

Judge Lamberth was appointed to the District Court on November 16, 1987, assuming the seat previously held by Judge 
Barrington D. Parker. He served as Chief Judge from May 1, 2008 to July 15, 2013, and he has remained active as a Senior 
Judge since that time. On May 19, 1995, Judge Lamberth was appointed Presiding Judge of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court and served in that role for seven years, including the tumultuous period immediately following 9/11. 
Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Lamberth spent much of his career in the District Court as an Assistant 
United States Attorney for the District of Columbia from 1974 to 1987, including as Chief of the Civil Division for nine 
years. As with Judge Hogan, Judge Lamberth has served in many additional positions, including as a member of the 
Judicial Conference of the United States from 2008 to 2013, a member of the Judicial Conference?s Committee on 
Automation and Technology from 1990 to 1996, and Chair of the Judicial Conference?s Committee on Inter-Circuit 
Assignments from 2003 to 2008 and 2013 to 2018.

Both judges are actively working on their oral histories for the Society, histories that will contain a wealth of insight and 
reflection on their remarkable careers.
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