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Newsletter of the Historical Society of 
the District of Columbia Circuit

By William B. Schultz and William H. Jeffress, Jr. Both are long time DCCHS Board members.

For almost thirty years Steve Pollak has led The Historical Society of the D.C. 
Circuit, first as board member, then as President for 15 years, and most recently 
as Chair. Steve transformed the Society from a small organization into one of 
the most active and important judicial historical societies in the country. Steve 
recently informed the board that he was stepping down, effective September 
13, 2022. To say he will be missed is an understatement.

Steve joined the board of the Society three years after its founding in 1990 at 
the request of then-Circuit Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg and served as President 
beginning in 2003. When Steve joined the board, the oral history project was in 
its infancy, and with the help of longtime executive director Linda Ferren, Steve 
developed the project into one of the best in the country.  Shortly after he 
became President, the Society sponsored its first public program on the history 
of the courts in the D.C. Circuit, dealing with the Iran-Contra lit igation. Today the 
Society has sponsored more than 120 oral histories and over 20 substantive 

A Tribute to Steve Pollak 
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Chief Judge William B. Bryant left his considerable mark of integrity and 
decency on the halls of the United States Courthouse in Washington, D.C. 
He served as a District Judge from 1965 to 2005, and as the Chief Judge of 
the District Court from 1977 to 1981. Chief Judge Bryant was the first 
Black jurist to serve as Chief Judge of the District Court. The William B. 
Bryant Annex to the E. Barrett Prettyman Courthouse bears his name.

William Bryant arrived in Washington, D.C. from Alabama in 1912 at the 
age of 1. In his oral history, he recounted the dramatic events leading to 
his arrival.

Well, the old man [Charles 
Woods - Judge Bryant?s 
maternal grandfather] came to 
Washington as the result of 
some incident in Alabama. 
When he came here, he sent 
for the rest of us.  The old man 
was about, I guess 5'6" or 5'7", 
and if you soaked him two or 
three days he might weigh 
135-145 pounds. He was a 
relatively small guy, but he had 
a lot of temper and he was a 
litt le defiant. He didn't respect 
the mores that governed the 
relationships between Blacks 
and whites in the South, and 
apparently I guess he thought 

BRYANT - continued on page 3

https://dcchs.org/
https://dcchs.org/judges/pollak-stephen-j/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/pollak-stephen-j/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=072022
https://www.facebook.com/CircuitHistory
https://twitter.com/circuithistory
https://www.linkedin.com/in/historical-society-dc-circuit/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCILFgVfwJSGFMsNfrW-0OoQ
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william-oh/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william-oh/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william-oh/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/bryant-william-oh/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/pollak-stephen-j/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022
https://dcchs.org/judges/ginsburg-ruth-bader/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=102022


By Jodi Avergun, DCCHS Board member and Partner, Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft

Noted criminal defense attorney and former federal prosecutor Carol Garfiel 
Freeman was a trailblazer. One of only fifteen women in the Columbia Law School 
class of 1961, Freeman had a storied career in New York and Washington, D.C.

Freeman was a committed public servant for the early part of her career, first as a 
law clerk for Judge Charles Metzner in the Southern District of New York, then as an 
attorney in the Appellate Section of the Criminal Division of the Justice Department 
and finally as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District 
of Columbia. After her lengthy tenure with the Justice Department and U.S. 
Attorney?s Office, Freeman began practicing as a solo practitioner, which she 
thought would allow her more work-life balance at a time before that phrase had 
ever entered the lexicon. She soon found herself representing criminal defendants 
as CJA counsel in some of the most newsworthy cases of her day, including a 
defendant in a felony murder case involving the murder of a police officer by 
several individuals, one of whom was the daughter of a D.C. Deputy Mayor.

Her success as a defense attorney was so well-known that she was recruited to join the Montgomery County Public 
Defender 's Office as Deputy District Public Defender, the number two position in the office. She stayed in that office,  
mentoring new attorneys, but more importantly, protecting the rights of the accused, for seven years.  In 1989, Freeman

Newly Published Oral History - Carol Garfiel Freeman

When Steve Pollak 
joined the Historical 
Society in 1993, the 
Society began its long 
relationship with 
Steve?s incomparable 
assistant, Robin 
Biggins.  Robin has 
been indispensable to 
the Society?s 
day-to-day 
operations. Her many 
roles include 
corresponding with 
donors, maintaining 
the Society?s records, 
and organizing and 

transmitting key information concerning Society donations 
and expenditures to our bookkeepers in a way that helps 
the entire operation run smoothly. Robin is often the first 
to notice when some aspect of our records needs 
clarification or when our processes could be improved. 
And Robin has been a crucial facilitator of frequent, 
detailed, and effective communication among the Society?s 
leadership. As Steve Pollak departs, so does Robin.  She 
will be sorely missed, and all at the Society are incredibly 
grateful for her many years of invaluable contributions.

The Many Contributions of Robin Biggins

The portrait of Judge 
David S. Tatel was 
recently presented to 
the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in a 
ceremony presided 
over by Chief Judge 
Sri Srinivasan. Judge 
Tatel has served on 
United States Court 
of Appeals since 
October 1994. Prior 
to 1994, Judge Tatel 
variously served as a 
law professor, 
Director of the 
Chicago Lawyers? 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law (and later as 
Director of the National Committee), Director of the Office 
for Civil Rights of the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare during the Carter Administration, and as an 
attorney in private practice.

Currently, in addition to his judicial duties as a Senior 
Judge, Judge Tatel co-chairs the National Academy of 
Sciences? Committee on Science, Technology and Law. 
Among many other activities, Judge Tatel previously served 
on the Board of the Federal Judicial Center and the Judicial 
Advisory Board of the American Society of International 
Law. Check out the Society?s on-line portrait exhibit here.

Judge David S. Tatel's Portrait Added
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POLLAK - from page  1

programs on notable cases and issues in the Circuit and District courts.

Because of Steve?s vision and inspiration, the Society also sponsors the annual mock court program for high school 
students in the District of Columbia, erected displays on the history of the courts at the courthouse, initiated and 
maintains a well-received website, sponsors an annual program for former Circuit and District Court law clerks, and 
sponsors this newsletter.  As a leading member of the D.C. Bar, Steve almost single handedly assured the financial 
stability of the Historical Society with support from law firms and the courts. Steve?s management style was often to do 
the work himself, and everything he did, whether it was organizing a public program or reviewing the Society?s 
accounting statements, was done with the highest level of skill, analysis and judgment. As our former, longtime 
Executive Director Linda Ferren says, Steve brought to the Society ?an energy and interest that was unparalleled.?

Tributes to Steve?s accomplishments at the Society have been numerous. Chief Judge Srinivasan wrote, ?On behalf of all 
the judges of the courts of the D.C. Circuit, I extend profound thanks to Steve for his dedicated and longstanding service. 
He has been instrumental in the Society?s important efforts to preserve the Courts? history and promote public 
awareness and outreach. Steve?s stewardship of the Society will be sorely missed at the courts of the D.C. Circuit.? Chief 
Judge Howell of the District Court added: ?Steve?s vision of the D.C. Circuit Historical Society went far beyond merely 
paying homage to the Courts of this Circuit, to capturing in oral histories the contributions of the many members of the 
bar, and involving and educating others in the life of the Courts. He has succeeded, and he leaves lasting guideposts for 
the future of the Society.?

Senior Circuit Judge Tatel particularly praised Steve?s success in making the Society?s oral history collection one of the 
most significant of its kind: ?Through his skillful and relentless determination to ensure that oral histories are taken of 
this Circuit?s judges and accomplished lawyers, Steve Pollak was the Boswell of our bench and bar.? And Jim Rocap, who 
succeeded Steve as President of the Society, remarked: ?In transitioning the leadership of the Society over the past three 
years, Steve has been the perfect mentor. The Society will be strong for many years to come because of his invaluable 
judgment, commitment and insight.?

With immense gratitude for his service, the Society wishes 
Steve good health and happiness for many years to come.

that he wasn't bound by the rules. You know in the old days people carried guns like they do today. They liked 
to bear arms, and the story that they tell us about him was kind of weird. Charlie was from time to time 
disruptive and insolent and spoke his mind, typically when he was fortified with whiskey. And folks had 
complained to Cap Pennington about Charlie from time to time. There was talk that he could get away with 
some of his insolence because he was "Cap's boy". Apparently Cap Pennington was an influential man because 
he was a plantation owner--a landholder, an influential fellow. The old man, I called him Papa, had Ada, Emma, 
my mother (Alberta), Josephine and Nettie (Elizabeth), five girls and three boys, and they were all in Alabama. 
The old man had one of these general stores downtown, and among the things they sell were the general stuff, 
things like buggy whips. Do you know what buggy whips are? And the buggy whips would be standing up in a 
rack outside, right outside the door or something. The story goes that one of the girls, Ada, or maybe Emma, I 
don't know, but all of the women were pretty nice looking people. Apparently in those days youngsters hung 
around down the main street and around the stores just like they do now. One of the daughters went down to 
the store for some reason or another, I guess sent down there by my grandmother. But anyway, they went to 
the store and some white teenagers were hanging around, and one of them was alleged to have made some 
remark to her that was off-color. And the old man was supposed to have taken one of those buggy whips and 
run him right out through the door and down the street, and they weren't going to stand for that. Charlie could 
say what he wanted from time to time and be a litt le disrespectful, but they weren't going to stand for that. So 
they went to the house to bring Charlie out. This I know because the first and second time I went down there 
they showed me. They came out of the town, up to the area where he lived, and said "Charlie, come on out 
now, we don't want to hurt the rest of the family. You might as well come on out now." And he is alleged to have 
shot through the front door, and shot through the side door and then come out on the front and said "All right, 
goddamn it, here I am," and there was nobody out there. Then a mob formed, and he dressed up in women's 
clothes, and with the accompaniment of an uncle who was a relative of my grandmother, they circulated 
through the market place saying, "We're going to be late for church, you gotta hurry, you gotta to hurry, we're 
gonna be late." They got through the market, and escaped and went to Birmingham, and then came to 
Washington and that 's the story. And after he came here he sent for the family.

Read the entire oral history of William B. Bryant in our oral history archives.

BRYANT - from page 1
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As the newest member of The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit team, I wish to extend my 
sincere thanks and deep appreciation to Stephen J. Pollak. Steve has been a kind and patient mentor since I 
joined the Society in January 2022. He has provided me with answers to my many questions and guided me 
through some of the Society?s most important projects particularly, The Oral History Program.

The Society?s Oral History Program consists of interviews and transcriptions of more than one hundred 
judges, attorneys, and other individuals associated with the courts of the District of Columbia and the 
Washington legal community. The oral histories serve as an invaluable resource for historians, journalists, 
students of the rule of law, and interested citizens.

The oral history interviews contain a wealth of information about the lives and careers of prominent jurists 
and advocates, covering everything from their childhood memories and family relationships, to their career 
decisions and recollections, to their often intimate reflections on life and the law.  The interviewees recount 
their successes and failures, their significant cases and decisions, their observations about and interactions 
with colleagues, and their own contributions to the administration of justice.

The interviews are conducted by volunteer attorneys trained by members of the Historical Society. 
Volunteers of this program are always telling me about moments of 
great stories both for the record and off.

Do you want to help the Society record the histories and stories of 
some of the most influential and interesting people within the 
Washington D.C. legal community? Then volunteer to be an interviewer! 
We would love to have you. I can be reached at leith.alvaro@dcchs.org.

Thanks again, to Steve Pollak and his assistant Robin Biggins for all the 
assistance and support they have provided me since I became the 
Executive Director. They will be missed.

Leith Alvaro

FREEMAN - from page 2

went back into solo practice, handling trials and appeals in 
civil and criminal cases in Maryland and DC until 1998. She 
then served as a staff attorney for the Pro Se unit of the 
U.S. District Court of the District of Columbia -- ending her 
formal law career as she began it -- in the federal district 
court.

Even after her retirement, Freeman remained an active 
member of the legal community. Between 2005 and 2019, 
she was the author of the "Cert Alert" column in the 
American Bar Association's Criminal Justice Magazine, 
which explored important cases before the Supreme 
Court.

Finally fully retired in 2019, Freeman enjoys winters in 
Palm Springs, California and spending quality time with 
her husband of 50 years, her children (some of whom 
followed her into the practice of law) and especially her 
grandchildren.

Jodi Avergun, a partner in Cadwalader, Wickersham & 
Taft 's Washington, D.C. Office, was the interviewer for 
Freeman's oral history. 

Notes From The Executive Director
Request for Expressions of Interest in Volunteering for the Oral History Program

Please Support The Society

Programs of the Society depend on the financial support of the
Courts of the District of Columbia Circuit, individuals, and law firms.

Consider becoming a member.
See our Membership Brochure at:

dcchs.org/join

Online contributions to the Historical Society can be made at:

dcchs.org/donate

All memberships and contributions may also be mailed to:
The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit

E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse
333 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 4714

Washington, DC 20001-2866

The Historical Society of the District of Columbia Circuit is registered 
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization independent of the Courts. 

Contributions to the Society are tax deductible.
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