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THE JUDGE
PATRICIA M.
WALD
PROGRAMS ON
LIFE AND LAW
IN THE COURTS
OF THE D.C.
CIRCUIT
On June 13, 2019,
the Society presented the inaugural Judge Patricia M. Wald program, a
retrospective look at the Chevron doctrine. Professor Gillian Metzger set the
stage, providing background information, after which advocates John
Elwood and Professor David Vladeck argued the D.C. Circuit case, Natural

Resources Defense Council v. Gorsuch, EPA Administrator, that
became Chevron in the Supreme Court. Judges Judith Rogers and Gregory
Katsas (pictured above) heard the arguments, with the advocates urging
that deferring to agencies builds in bias in situations where agencies deal
with regulated entities, putting a thumb on the agency side of the scale
(NRDC), and that permitting judges to substitute their own answers in the
face of an ambiguous statute permits them to insert their own policy
preferences, unmoored by law and insulated from the processes of political
accountability (Gorsuch). At the conclusion of argument, Professor
Christopher Walker moderated a panel discussion in which Dean John
Manning joined Metzger and the advocates Elwood and Vladeck. Learn
more.

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM UPDATES
Newly Released and Posted on the Society’s
Website - The Oral History of Judge Laurence
H. Silberman
Followers of the federal judiciary obviously
recognize Laurence Silberman (pictured right)
as a preeminent member, for more than
three decades, of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit. A leading
proponent of judicial restraint, Judge
Silberman has authored hundreds of opinions and was a finalist for a
Supreme Court nomination on no fewer than three occasions.
Perhaps not as well known, however, is Judge Silberman’s fascinating prejudicial career – where, among other things, he authored a path-breaking
plan for affirmative action, defended the integrity of the Justice Department
during the darkest days of Watergate, became an intelligence advisor to
several presidents, and served as U.S. Ambassador to Yugoslavia – in
addition to stints at law firms, professorships at law schools, work on a
presidential campaign, and even an interlude as a California banker.
Read Judge Silberman’s oral history and an article written about it by Steven
A. Steinbach, “The Two Lives of Laurence Silberman: Political Service and
Judging.”

Recent Articles Revealing Highlights of Oral
Histories in the Society’s Collection
The historic and gripping stories revealed in the
oral histories taken by the Society are described
in articles about those histories written by oral
history interviewers, Society Board members,
and other volunteers.
Take a look at newly posted articles about: Daniel Gribbon, Morton
Hollander, Judge Henry Kennedy, Frank Q. Nebeker, Robert Pitofsky, Judge
Aubrey Robinson, and Judge Laurence H. Silberman and get immersed in
their oral histories.

Welcoming New Oral History Interviewers
The Society’s Oral History Program is
dependent on talented, committed volunteer

interviewers willing to spend hours
researching and interviewing. Initially, the
Society relied on outside experts to prepare
potential interviewers to take oral histories.
Now we have highly skilled oral historians
who grew up in the Society's Oral History
Program and became experts, able to train
others -- top among them are Judy Feigin
and Steve Steinbach.
On April 2, 2019, 22 years after training our
first group of volunteer interviewers, the
Society held its tenth training session. This time there were 13 lawyers on
hand, most of whom are already taking oral histories. They include three
members of the Society Board – Jody Avergun, Andrea Ferster, and Bill
Jeffress – and Steven Brose, Barbara Kagan, Katherine Mazzaferri, Liz
Medaglia, Bill Marmon, Lenora Pettit, Chuck Sheehan, Cynthia Taub, Mike
Terry, and Stephanie Wang.

CELEBRATING OUR LAW CLERKS
Once again, a Supreme Court justice will join
judges and the members of the Society
Board to celebrate the law clerks who serve,
and have served, with judges on the D.C.
Circuit Courts. Justice Neil Gorsuch (pictured
left), himself a former law clerk for Judge
David B. Sentelle, will speak about that
experience. All judges and law clerks are
invited and encouraged to save the date and
join current and former Court colleagues in
the Bryant Atrium on October 16 at 5 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

HIGHLIGHTING SPECIAL
FEATURES OF THE SOCIETY’S
NEWLY DESIGNED WEBSITE
The oral history collection is
text searchable
There is a searchable judicial
portrait gallery (Click on a
judge's portrait to view his/her

individual page featuring
biography, photos, and more)
A timeline presents photos,
exhibits, news stories and more
in an interactive, user-friendly
interface
There is a Youtube channel for
Society events and programs
The site has been optimized for
viewing on tablets and mobile
devices as well as for desktop
and laptop computers
Take a look!

A BEQUEST
Doris Brown (pictured left), a long-time court
employee, who was a Judicial Assistant to
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell and Judge David S.
Tatel, also served as the Historical Society’s
Administrative Assistant. At her death on
February 10, 2018, Doris left a generous
bequest to the Society of $130,000. Funds will
be dedicated to Society projects honoring
Doris and her commitment to the Society and
the Courts of the D.C. Circuit.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD NEWS
Heading the Society Board as Chair, effective April 24, 2019, is Steve Pollak,
former Society President. The Board unanimously appointed Jim Rocap the
new President. Jim served as Society Vice President in 2018-19 and chaired
the annual Mock Court Program for the past six years.
Working with Steve, Jim and others on the Board are newly elected
members:
Mary P. Brown - O’Melveny & Myers
Roger A. Fairfax, Jr. - Senior Associate Dean, GWU Law School
John V. Geise - Former AUSA and DOJ attorney
Gregory G. Katsas- Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
Kevin King - Covington & Burling
Addy R. Schmitt - Miller & Chevalier

MEET SANDY FREEDMAN, THE
SOCIETY’S EXPERT TRANSCRIBER
While working with Steve Pollak at Goodwin
Procter for ten years, Sandy Freedman
(pictured right) transcribed numerous oral
histories for the Historical Society, an
experience she enjoyed so much that since
leaving the firm in March 2017, she has
continued to transcribe oral histories for the
Society. As Sandy put it, “I find the oral
histories to be a mini history lesson. The interviewees have dealt with
fascinating court-related issues and problems. I love listening to their
stories.”
Since 2014, Sandy has been involved with Senior Services of Alexandria,
first as a Friendly Visitor volunteer, and then, in 2015, by helping to start a
unique grocery shopping and delivery service for City of Alexandria seniors
who have limited mobility. The grocery program has grown to include 75
clients and over 40 volunteers. Sandy also sits on the Board of
RunningBrooke, an Alexandria non-profit that works to keep children
physically active as one means of spurring academic achievement.
Sandy and her husband, Rob, live in Alexandria. Their daughter Emmy, 24,
begins graduate school this Fall at NYU.
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