COURTS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT

The First
Amendment

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

ot religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or

abridging the freedom of speech, or ot the press; or the right

of the people peaceably to assemble....” e

Arthur Miller, 1958
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Court Finds
Miller and attorney Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., arrive at

P]aywrlght | court for Miller's contempt-of-Congress trial.
Miller Guilty
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!
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In 1956, the House Committee on Un-American Activities held hearings

on communist activity in the United States. Much of the committee’s OfContempt ) ! :E 5 1‘ &
effort was focused on Hollywood. When the committee called Pulitzer- House Committee ' !1 | . 7y ‘Qﬂ
Prize-winning playwright Arthur Miller to testify about his attendance gﬁ,ﬁ;":r;:iff' As E }T{: 1:' , F_t
at Communist party meetings, Miller refused to “name names.” The U.S. Wiltee Still ou Bound ' B ﬁl 2RV %
By Patricia Wiggins 18 LAAN
Attorney then charged the playwright with contempt. After trial, the jury *Arthur Miller, playwright Bl

hugband of ‘actress Marilyn
Monroewas found guilty of
contempt of Congress vester-
day for refusing to answer
questions about a Commu-
nist meeting he atterided in

1947.

Federal Judge Charles E.
McLaughlin, who heard the
m-,nq‘thnut a jury, ruled that
questions put to Miller by the
Houge "Committee on Un-Amer-
jean Activities were pertinent
to its investigation of passport
abuses.

Miller's attorney, Joseph L.
Rauh Jr., declined comment
on the decision, which came
on the eve of Marilyn's 31st
birthday. An appeal is ex-

ted.
“‘g‘he orize - winning play-

found Miller guilty on two counts of contempt, but the District Court
vacated one count, and the Court of Appeals unanimously reversed the
other. The proceedings gained notoriety not only because of Miller’s high
profile, but also due to the fame of his wife, movie actress Marilyn Monroe.

MR. AND MRS. MIL
Marilyn Monroe tells reporiers in her Hollywood studio dressing room
that it i= "simply wonderful” to learn of the court reversal vesterday of

hersnustand’'s contempt of Congress convictior Her husband (right:,
Artfiur Miller, the playwright, stands on the Connecticut farm where he

Miller and Monroe celebrate the Court
of Appeals’s order that the District
Court acquit Miller of the one remaining
Miller and wife Marilyn Monroe catch the contempt charge.

train for New York at Union Station.

U.S. Court Bars

Future Vietnam
Articles in Post

Times Case T-™ Reverses
Judgment . Lower Court
Due Today Decision

By John I'. Mackenzie f By Sanford J. Ungar
Washlugton Fest $1t) Writes ; j and William Chapman
NEW TGRK, June 18 — ' Washinrion Post Stafl Writers

The government charged ; The US. Court of Ap-
today that publishing (he peals for the District of Co-
Pentagon papers had pro- lumbia early today issued a
duced diplomatic and secu- temporary restraining order
rity “disaster,” but a lawyer preventing publication in
for The New York Times The Washington Post of ar-
conlended “the story is out ticles dealing with a secret
and available™ in The Wash- Pentagon study of the Viet-
ington Post and elsewhere. pam war.

Both claims were pressed The courl’s order, however,
on federal Judge Murray 1. JUPGE GERHARD GEEELL sormitled the Post lo con

Pentagon Papers, 1971

Amidst the tumult of the Vietnam War, Department of Defense employee
Daniel Ellsberg leaked a 7,000-page top-secret study of U.S. involvement
in Southeast Asia. The Post ran excerpts on June 18, 1971, and the
government quickly filed suit to enjoin further publication. District Court
Judge Gerhard Gesell ruled that the First Amendment precluded him from
enjoining speech except to avoid the most compelling of injuries. The
Court of Appeals, sitting en banc, eventually affirmed. The case, together
with a decision of the Second Circuit in a parallel case involving the New
York Times, reached the Supreme Court, which agreed that the injunction
sought by the government was inconsistent with First Amendment
protections.

1945 - 1967 Post Viet Series

Upheld, But U.S.
Wins elay
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Argumﬂnts
On Security
Set Today

By Sanford J. Ungar
Washingips Posl Srall Water

A federal appeals court
vesterday extended for an-
other 24 hours ils temporary
han on publication of a
series of articles in The
Washinglon Pest hased on
a seerct Pentagon sindy on
the origing of the war in
Vielnam.

Aetinz on the sovernmenl’s
appeal afler a lower  court
ruled Tor the seeond lime Uit
the newspaper was free in
The Pentagon Papers publish the serles, the LS

Unurt of Appeals for the Dis
ket of Columbia voled to hear
thee Tt case inoa Tulleoury”
stsmion al 2 ponl, ualas.

FART ONWE: HaNamara's Phaew LT Strateey

~ Supreme Court ‘Uéﬁofds. the Death Penalty Court Halts Prosecution

The Mayday Protestors, 1971—1981

R%g%ﬂlm AT rna i T e Of Most Mayday Cases

By Sauford J. Ungar

Washingron Post Stull Wrlter

To show their disagreement with the war effort in Vietnam, thousands of

The U.S, Court of Appeals ecch of these arrested com-
ordered a hall last night Lo milted the alleged offense of
prosecution of all arrest cases “dirorderly conduct.”

arising from the Mayday anti-  The order will be in effect
war demonstrations here il :';{rla_t F’E:“ al “"Ieu(}:. HI;;H U.S].
o u v o Bistrict Court Judge Howart
there is not “adequate ev- oo, o o holds a hearing on
whether local prosecutors
hine maintained the Mayday
cases “lor purposes of harass
ment and . . . with no hope ol
sceuring convielions.”

protestors filled the streets of Washington to halt the day-to-day operations
of the federal government. Between April 22 and May 6, 1971, the police

idence” la link a person with
the charge against him.
Ruling on an emergency ap-
peal by the American Civil
Liberties Union, a three-judge

panel of the Court in clffect ‘
prevented the D.C. corporation Atorney Monroe 11. Freed-

5 : o ad Man, arguing before the Ap-

ixﬂ?l?mallnﬂ::‘ alTn::}nfh:]:zs';l- peals Court yesterday, told the

| : maled 4.000 Mayday cases yer J10%es that 989 per cent of all
N K [ ' i e 297 ; .. vases presented in Superior
o e e b ¢ Ak e | . :'?otl'mﬁ'gl:l?lf ested in D.C. Supe Court thus far have becn
L \jost of the cases affected ‘iropped or resulted in acquit-

by the Appellate ruling are '81S:

In many cases. Freedman
_those of persons arrested Mon- % 3
Ie day. May 3. when Washington said, the defendants are for-

1 ; ; . feiting the $10 collateral they
[ 'm“," :-;u!:.:tnclml lo us'"_m:'puale:i' with police and “need-

arrested 14,517 persons, typically on charges of disorderly conduct. The
government held more than 1,500 of these protestors at the Washington
Coliseum. Of those charged, 871 proceeded to full trial on the merits. The
Court of Appeals eventually ordered the District Court to enjoin prosecutions
not supported by specific evidence—the vast majority of cases. The Court

later ordered that the arrest records of thousands of protesters be expunged.

Antiwar Protesters Celebrate

As U.S. Pays Court Settlement

By Laura A. Kiernan
Washington Post Staff Writer
It was the first time anybody could remember
that the government had bankrolled a champagne
ty for the political left.

In 1976, a class action lawsuit was filed on behalf of 1,200 arrested protestors
against former Attorney General John Mitchell, former U.S. Capitol Police Chief
James Powell, the District of Columbia, and others, alleging that the officials
violated their First Amendment rights. In 1981, the parties settled.




