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Created amidst the controversy over President John

Congress establishes the Circuit Court of the District of Columbia. The
Chief Judge also sits as the District Court of the District of Columbia.

4 . f h 11 d [ . d . h d ] The Circuit Court has appellate jurisdiction over the judgments of the
AdamS S app Olntm ent O t e S O = Ca e Ml Ill g t IU. g eS ), District Court. Also, the Circuit Court has original jurisdiction over
criminal law matters. Because there is no courthouse, the Circuit Court
sits in a variety of locations—everywhere from a room in the Capitol

the Courts of the District of Columbia Circuit have been e o W oo s

Cornerstone laid for Old City Hall, the first permanent home of the
District of Columbia Courts, at 451 D St. N.W.

transtformed and transformative over the two centuries

Congress establishes a separate Criminal Court.

Of th eir er_ S t CncCce Congress abolishes the Circuit, District, and Criminal Courts. It replaces

all three with the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia.
Congress establishes the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia,
which has appellate jurisdiction over the judgments of the Supreme
Court of the District of Columbia.

The local Justices of the Peace are officially recognized as an inferior
court in the District of Columbia.

The Justices of the Peace are reorganized as the Municipal Court of the

(]

The Creation District of Columbia.
One year after Congress moved to Washington, D.C., the Federalist-controlled The federal courts have been organized as follows: Cornerstone laid for a new courthouse, at 450 E St. N.W., to house the

. . . . : Court of Appeals. It currently is the home of the U.S. Court of Appeals

_ — Trial Court
Congress passed—and President John Adams signed—the Judiciary Act of 1801. B01-1863 Dot Court of e Dictict of Columbie for the Armed Forces.
e , - istrict Cou istri umbi
The Act reformed the federal judiciary and created the predecessors to today's . o . : :
. ‘ . . . 1838-1863 Criminal Court of the District of Columbia The U.S. Supreme Court recognizes that the Court of Appeals is an

Courts of the District of Columbia Circuit. 1863-1936 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia Article lll court. FTC v. Klesner, 274 U.S. 145,

1936-1948 District Court of the United States for the District of Columbia The U.S. Supreme Court recognizes that the District of Columbia Courts

Because of the peculiar nature of the District of Columbia—the seat of the 1948- -5. District Court for the District of Columbia S ELENREE 0 59 LD ] GG COULD 0 E) ) 2L S S Gl
i ) o Court of Appeals courts. O’'Donoghue v. United States, 289 U.S. 516.
federal government, not a State, yet needing all of the services traditionally 1801-1863 Circuit Court of the District of Columbia | -
. . The Court of Appeals is renamed the “United States Court of Appeals for
provided by state governments—Congress has repeatedly reorganized the D.C. 1863-1893 Supreme Court of the District of Columbia the District of Columbia.”
courts, reallocating jurisdiction for federal and local matters between the various = 1893-1934  Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia - » -
: e . : . 1934-1942 U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia The Supreme Court of the District of Columbia is renamed the “District
courts, sometimes unifying the courts, sometimes dividing them. o o Court of the United States for the District of Columbia.”
1942- U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

Congress gives the District of Columbia Courts representation on the
Judicial Conference of the United States.

The Ea]f lieSt ]lldgeS The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia is renamed the

. . ey “United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.”
The first three judges appointed were William Cranch, Thomas Johnson (who

refused to serve), and James Marshall (brother of Chief Justice John Marshall), in
1801. Buckner Thruston, a former U.S. Senator, was appointed in 1809, and James
Morsell joined in 1815. Cranch, Thruston, and Morsell sat together from 1815 until
Cranch’s retirement in 1855. The three served for a combined 108 years. Cranch
alone served for 54, including 49 as Chief Judge.

The District Court of the United States for the District of Columbia is
renamed the “United States District Court for the District of Columbia.”

Cornerstone laid for what is now the E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse.

William B. Bryant Annex opens.

Chief Judge Chief Judge Chief Justice
Th C h William Cranch James Dunlop David Cartter
e 0111‘ t OllSCS Circuit Court of the Circuit Court of the Supreme Court of the
. . . . . District of Columbia District of Columbia District of Columbia
Although the D.C. Circuit was created in 1801, it had no permanent home until the 1801-1855 1845 1363 18E3-1887
1820s. The judges held court in taverns, hotels, homes, and, when they could, in (Chief 1806-1855) (Chief 1855-1863)
the Supreme Court chamber in the Capitol. In the 1820s, the courts moved to City

Hall, which housed both the courts and city officials. The courts remained there The original four justices of the

Supreme Court of the District of
: S B Columbia.
| | : Left to Right:
pe 4 v Bl Justice Andrew Wylie, Chief Justice
v 2 e R | David Cartter, Justice Abram Olin,
N | and Justice George Fisher.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia (ca. 1939)

Standing:

Judge Henry Edgerton*, Judge Fred
Vinson, Judge Wiley Rutledge

Seated:

Judge Harold Stephens* Chief Judge

D. Lawrence Groner, Judge Justin Miller
(*would later serve as Chief Judge)

until 1952, when what is now the E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse i
was opened. President Truman boasted that this courthouse would be one of the -
“biggest and finest” in the Nation.
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Before Congress provided a permanent courthouse, judges held court  Old City Hall served as a home of the courts of the District of Columbia President Harry Truman lays the cornerstone for the U.S. Courthouse The William B. Bryant Annex.
in a variety of unorthodox locations, including taverns. Circuit from the 1820s until the 1950s. on June 27, 1950.
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Tonight on WTOP 11:15 p.m.
WASHINGTON TONIGHT

Karl Bates reports the top local news and
feature stories, Mon.-Sat. .
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WASHINGTON: TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 1950

President Will Lay Cornerstone Today
or ‘Biggest, Finest’ Courthouse in U. S.

e "5

$13 Million Building

The judges and lawyers of
Washington will be out in
force at 3 p. m. today to wit-
ness President Truman lay
the cornerstone for what will
be the “biggest and finest”
United States Court House in
the Nation.

The public ceremony will be
held at the rising structure lo-
cated at Constitution ave. and
John Marshall pl. nw. There will
be band music and speeches, and
President Truman will use a sil-
ver trowal with a handle made
of 80-year-old window from the
old District Court.

Workmen now are busy on the
sixth floor of the 13-million-dol-
lar limestone’ and. granite build-
ing which will house the District
Court, the United States Court of
Appeals and related offices. It is
Structurally of reinforced co
crete designed - in a simplified
form of the architecture of Con-
stitution ave. Federal buildings.
Triumph For Judge Laws

-
The new building, which em- ‘g(?\'. - : q‘e
phasizes convenience for  the lay- A - o e

man, must be a personal triumph pPpROGRESS REPORT—New United States Courthouse as it looked yesterday. Picture taken from 3d and Constitution ave. nw.
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