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Of Historical Interest
– Read all about the dilemma the District of Columbia Federal Courts
faced when President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Act
outlawing slavery in the District of Columbia in 1862.
– Learn about the early history of the federal Exclusionary Rule.
– Read why one illustrious attorney decided against seeking a seat on the
federal appellate bench.

Madness or Badness: Duran and the Evolution of the Insanity
Defense in the D.C. Circuit
Listen and watch as the two lawyers who argued the Duran case
returned to Court to re-enact the closing arguments they made years ago
in “Madness or Badness” – a program sponsored by the Society.
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Why is it important to preserve the personal papers of federal
judges?
Learn what experts have to say about the subject and read the reactions
of some judges. Discover some of the resources available to assist
judges in preserving their papers.

Meet the Society’s new Board members:
Francis D. Carter has been practicing law in the District for over 30 years
and currently has a solo practice specializing in litigation. He previously
served on the Historical Society Board, playing a major role in overseeing
the Society’s Mock Court programs for high school youth.
Kurt Hamrock, a partner in McKenna, Long & Aldridge, is an experienced
trial and appellate litigator who has been actively involved as an
interviewer in the Society’s Oral History Program.
Carmen Hernandez, a federal criminal practitioner, served as first
vice-president of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
Hon. Beryl A. Howell, a judge on the U.S. District Court since 2011,
serves as a Commissioner on the U.S. Sentencing Commission. She has
also served as General Counsel of the U.S. Senate Committee on the
Judiciary.
Lorelie Masters, a partner in Jenner & Block, is a litigator and member of
the firm’s Insurance Litigation and Counseling Practice. She previously
served as President of the Women’s Bar Association of the District of
Columbia.
Robin Meriweather, Deputy Chief of the Civil Division, United States
Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia, clerked for Judge Merrick
B. Garland on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.
Jeannie Rhee, a partner at WilmerHale in the firm’s Litigation/Controversy
Department, clerked for two judges who sit on the courts of the D.C.
Circuit: Judges Judith W. Rogers and Stanley Sporkin.
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On display
You can view a likeness of the portrait of Justice Wiley Rutledge in the
corridors of the Courthouse. Justice Rutledge was the first member of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit to be elevated to the U.S.
Supreme Court. The original portrait is on display in the U.S. Supreme
Court.
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